By Supervisors Clancy, Rolland, Shea, and Czarnezki			       File No. 21-803


A RESOLUTION

Calling upon the County Executive to establish a Milwaukee County policy requiring all Milwaukee County employees be fully vaccinated against COVID-19 and provide incentives to do so


	WHEREAS, World Health Organization (WHO) data as of August 6, 2021 indicate more than 4.27 million deaths globally and more than 610,000 deaths in the United States from the COVID-19 Pandemic since it began in early 2020, being only that “low” due to intensive measures to mitigate the virus’ spread; and

	WHEREAS, according to the United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) webpage titled “Variants of the [COVID-19] Virus,” last updated July 29, 2021, COVID-19 Variant B.1.617.2 (Delta), commonly known as the “Delta Variant,” appears “to spread more easily and quickly than other variants, which may lead to more cases of COVID-19. An increase in the number of cases will put more strain on healthcare resources, lead to more hospitalizations, and potentially more deaths. So far, studies suggest that the current authorized vaccines work on circulating variants. Scientists will continue to study these and other variants.”; and

	WHEREAS, the United States National Center for Biotechnology Information January 5, 2021 article titled “Herd Immunity to COVID-19” estimated the minimum safe threshold for COVID-19 herd immunity to be 85 percent; and

	WHEREAS, on August 2, 2021 Marquette University reported that pursuant to its mandate requiring all enrolled students be vaccinated against COVID-19 or else be subject to weekly COVID-19 testing, 85 percent of its enrolled students for Fall 2021 proved they had been fully inoculated with a COVID-19 vaccine, likely reaching a threshold for campus herd immunity; and 

	WHEREAS, the Milwaukee BizTimes reported on August 6, 2021 in “Northwestern Mutual to require COVID vaccines for on-campus employees and visitors” that Northwestern Mutual Life was requiring all employees and visitors at its headquarters in downtown Milwaukee and its offices in the City of Franklin to be fully vaccinated to enter the company’s campuses; and

	WHEREAS, on August 10, 2021, Milwaukee World Festival LLC, the operator of Summerfest, announced all workers and patrons would be required to show proof of full vaccination or provide a negative COVID-19 test taken within the prior 73 hours for entry to attend Summerfest and other concerts at Henry W. Maier Festival Park; and

	WHEREAS, proposed City of Milwaukee legislation in City File No. 210627 would require all City employees be fully vaccinated against COVID-19 or be subject to weekly COVID-19 testing; and

	WHEREAS, the Capital Times reported in the August 3, 2021 article “Dane County, Madison employees required to show proof of vaccine,” that all employees of the City of Madison and County of Dane must prove themselves to be fully vaccinated against COVID-19 or else provide weekly negative COVID-19 test results; and

	WHEREAS, in the interest of public health through the mitigation of COVID-19 spread and the end of its pandemic; now, therefore,

	BE IT RESOLVED, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors hereby calls upon the County Executive to establish a County policy that until such revision of the policy, all persons in the employ of the County of Milwaukee must prove they are fully vaccinated in line with manufacturer and Food and Drug Administration (FDA) standards for full vaccination; and

	BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, such a policy must be equitable in its implementation and any restrictions or consequences resulting from non-compliance are in conjunction with, or preceded by, positive employee incentives for vaccination. 
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