Advocacy Goals 
2022-2024 Milwaukee County Area Agency on Aging Plan
Wisconsin SOA 2022-24 Plan Instructions
	At least one goal is required to increase local aging and disability network participants’ knowledge and skills related to advocacy.  This may include efforts to educate older adults about policy making or legislative processes, sometimes known as “Senior Statesman” training. The advocacy goal can be a stand-alone goal or met in one or more of the goals for Title IIIB, Title IIIC, Title IIID or Title IIIE.


Current (2019-2021) Plan Goals Related to Advocacy Related Activities:
Framework
As an Area Agency on Aging it is critical that MCDA staff and older adults work together as advocates and equal partners on relevant issues at all levels of government. Older adults must have opportunities to contribute to the development and oversight of the services and programs in the community which they reside. MCDA currently has several avenues for individuals to be involved in advocacy related initiatives such as the Advocacy Committee of the Commission on Aging, the recently revived Senior Statesman Program which provides hands on advocacy training, and an advocacy newsletter. The goals in the plan will work to expand on the existing structures to create more opportunity for advocacy and partnership with older adults.  
Goal Statement 1: To enhance MCDA’s Senior Statesman Program and ensure older adults are being offered opportunities for continued advocacy opportunities after program conclusion, MCDA will organize follow up opportunities for participants. Opportunities may include: get out the vote campaigns, opportunities to give presentations to the community, membership on MCDA committees/councils, participation in Advocacy related events such as Aging Advocacy Day, Aging Empowerment Conference or Wisconsin Aging Advocacy Network meetings. MCDA will engage at least 50% of senior statesman graduates in follow up activities each year of the plan. 
Goal Statement 2: To increase older adults’ knowledge of why policy should matter to them, MCDA will hold quarterly information sessions in the community in places such as senior centers, dining sites, apartment complexes and other community based sites to talk to older adults about current policy issues which directly impact them with the goal of reaching 10 people per session. MCDA will also conduct a pre-and-post-survey to measure what participants learned from the training and what actions they will take as a result of their increased knowledge.  Sessions will be completed by December 31, 2020.
Goal Statement 3:  For elected officials to have a better understanding of the issues which face older adults and to help older adults and their representatives build closer relationships, MCDA will partner with other community providers to host a public official’s reception by December 31, 2021.  Public officials and/or their staff will be given a short survey after the event asking to what extent their knowledge and awareness levels were impacted by the information shared at the event.
Ideas for Proposed 2022-24 Advocacy Related Plan Goals:

