


1. The Path 
Forward

The Team 
recommends 
adoption of this 
“Plan for the Next 
50 Years” that 
retains, 
rehabilitates, and 
re-envisions the 
Domes and 
Mitchell Park as 
Milwaukee’s Urban 
Botanical Garden. 



Iconic Architecture Retained and Rehabilitated

2. The Project Team’s 
specialists, Preserve 
LLC, recommend that 
The Task Force and 
Milwaukee County 
submit the Domes for 
Listing on the National 
Historic Register.  The 
team found they qualify 
both for architecture 
and engineering.  



APPLICATION NARRATIVE



The Domes Can be Rehabilitated and Renewed 
within a Viable Budget for the Domes of 

$30 Million  

• This project’s architectural team 
at Engberg Anderson Architects 
brought together the companies 
and experts that have studied 
the Domes’ condition.   

• The finding:  Rehabilitation can 
be done within a budget range 
of $22-$24 million, leaving an 
additional $6 to $8 million in our 
Domes budget to address ADA 
and other elements, making the 
Domes truly better than ever.

3.  The team recommends moving 
forward toward this outcome.



4.  Team recommendation: Rehabilitate the Domes, 
program all three of them with changing exhibits



CONCRETE STRUCTURE

 Structure is fundamentally sound
 Minimal corrosion at connections
 Some spalling at bearing plates
 Joints improperly grouted since 

construction
 Repair methods exist
 Testing and inspections currently being 

conducted at Domes

GLAZING SYSTEM

 Original system is still viable after cleaning 
and repair

 Need alternative to current gaskets to 
increase tolerance for movement

 Examination of leaks and broken glass 
underway

 Existing condition report and preliminary 
solutions due September 18

 Recommendation of solutions by mid-
December



It will take more than the $30 
Million for rehabilitation to 
make the Domes and Park 

sustainable as a destination 
and a financially viable civic 
asset.  Estimate: $66 Million

5. The team recommends this 
approximate capital budget 
based on the high economic 

ROI it makes possible over ten 
years.



• The project makes possible a significant 
economic contribution to the vitality of Clarke 
Square, Menomonee River Valley, and Muskego 
Way.  

• When completed, the team estimates that this 
plan will stimulate an annual economic impact of 
just under $16 million a year in combined on-site 
and off-site jobs and spending.  

• Within ten years of re-launch for the Domes 
and Park, the economic impact of the plan totals 
$160 million based on $66 million capital 
reinvestment: 
a 2.4 x ROI.  



By revitalizing and connecting public places such as parks, 
plazas, trails and libraries—and transforming what we 
expect from them and how we manage them, we can 
demonstrate how strategic investments in our civic assets 
can connect people of all backgrounds, cultivate trust and 
counter the trends of social and economic fragmentation 
in cities and neighborhoods. – Kresge Foundation



The Mitchell Park Model

6. The team recommends a plan 
for Mitchell Park and the Domes 
that models a new mix of 
investment streams that together 
support and sustain the Domes 
and Park.







7.  The team recommends integrating the Domes 
and a re-imagined Mitchell Park into a civic 
commons and center of enjoyment, wellness, 
learning, workforce development, and community 





What the Plan Includes:







Urban Ag Gardens and 
Orchards easily accessible 
to the public

Food trucks, enhanced green areas 
for relaxation 



Welcome Center with classrooms, labs, 
exhibition space, retail, food service



Reclaimed lagoon for 
recreation and as scenic 
Amphitheater and Pavilion 
backdrop



Wedding Garden



Second entrance 
from Hank Aaron Trail 
and better circulation 
throughout park



Children’s discovery garden and agriculture exploration



The Dome Restaurant, 
Terrace and Farm to Table 
Gardens

Domes 
Enterprise Hub



Stormwater garden and 
re-circulation stream



Amphitheater



Replacing the lost 
Historical Marker

Basketball area



A place for education and workforce development



“Major gift donors will expect to be able
to anticipate the impact a re-envisioned
Mitchell Park will have on the immediate
neighborhood as well as the community
as a whole.”

- Bill Durkin, Durkin Associates



Replacing the urban food 
desert with year-round access 
to produce, providing health 
services, researching diet and 
wellness.   



The team recommends fully incorporating these 
“elements for success” as they directly benefit the 
community and at the same time make possible 
the range of financing and funding needed to 
recapitalize the Park.  These include Historic Tax 
Credits, New Market Tax Credits, PACE, and 
Opportunity Zone Investment.

300  jobs 300,000 visitors per year









$66 million







“The case for support clearly meets
threshold requirements for importance,
relevance, and urgency. In particular,
new access drives, and the Welcome
and Education Center appear to provide
the margin of excellence private donors
will find compelling.”

- Bill Durkin, Durkin Associates



Recommendations

1. Adopt this “Plan for the Next 50 Years” 

2. Submit the Domes for listing on the National Historic Register. Seek 
“national” and not just Wisconsin significance, opening the door for 
additional grants and support.

3. Rehabilitation can be done within a budget of $30 million.

4. Assume an approximate capital budget of $66 million. 

5. Use a plan for Mitchell Park and the Domes that models a new mix of 
investment streams that together support and sustain the Domes and 
Park.

6. Program all three Domes with changing exhibits.

7. Integrate the Domes and a re-imagined Mitchell Park into a civic 
commons with partners.



With thanks to the Task Force 
and to Milwaukee County 

Parks.

A Pathway Forward.


