SCHOOL BOARD: St. Francis School District

ROBERT G. BOKNEVITZ, President . 4225 South Lake Drive St. Francis, Wisconsin 53235
SUSAN SHAFER, Vice President : Phone (414} 747-3900
s RUSSELL J. IWANSKI, Treasurer ‘ . Fax (414) 482-7198
CHRIS FINCH, Clerk )
NICHOLAS BANACH, Member : Blake A. Peuse
‘ ’ : " Superintendent
May 8, 2019

Dear Members of the Transportation, Public Works and Transit Committee,

We recently received communication from MCTS that Route 89, a morning and afternoon route
that provides setvice to schools within the St. Francis School District is being eliminated at the
conclusion of this school yeat. As a District that serves approximately 1150 students, including a
latge number of students who open enroll from outside the district into St. Francis, we feel strongly
that maintaining this bus route provides an equitable solution fot students to Partlcipate in our high
quality programs and experience success.

As mentioned, the St. Prancis School Dlstrlct s student population is compﬂsed of approximately
40% of students who do not reside within the physical boundaties of-the City of St. Francis. In.
particular, our High School serves over 300 students from outside of the district out of 520 students.
We believe wholeheartedly that the students who choose the St. Francis School District do so
because of the high quality education, safe leatning envitonment, and access to pubhc transportation
options. We also have students who live within the City of St. Francis bordets who access this
reasonably pﬁced transportation option. We are presently aware of apprommately 30 families Who
use this setvice at times throughout the school year.

The possibility of ending this route is not new to the District. In 2009, the School Boatd created a
resolution to Milwaukee County to maintain this route for the benefit of students and the
comimunity (Resolution Attached). In December 2017, Administrators from the St.. Francis School
District met with then County Supervisor David Sattoti , James Martin, Milwaukee County

' Transp ottation Dn:ector and Dan Boehm, MCTS Ditector, to discuss the i unpact of ceasing the
route. In February of 2018, Supervisor Sartori reported that the route was going to be continuing
for the 2018-19 school year. In Septembet of 2018, the St. Francis School Board brought forth a
similar resolution to continue Route 89-in an ongoing basis for the benefit of the commumty and
out student population.

Last week, High School Principal Michael Lewandowsld, Director of Finance and Operations
Jonathan Mitchell, and I met with County Supexvisor Steven Shea to discuss the April 12, 2019 letter
that we had received from MCTS. Many of the same issues were brought forth through this
conveisation. We were encouiaged to bring forth information that would be considered by this
comntriittee to keep Route 89 in the budget for the betterment of our students and the community.

In closing, Route 89 creates a cost-effective transportation option for: students inside and out of the
St. Francis Community. The mission of the Milwaukee County Transit System is to provide reliable,
convenient and safe public transportation services that efficiently and effectively meet the varied
travel needs of the community and contribute to its quality of life. 'The seivice of Route 89
improves the quality of life by opening educational opportunities for students who would not
otherwise have choices of access. Ifinally, this route suppotts the District in p1ov1dmg equity to all
students tegardless of background or resources avaﬂable
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Student testimonials have been attached which outline some of their concerns, We believe in
student and civic voice and appreciate their willingness to share theit viewpoints on how the
elimination of Route 89 would affect theit futures and those of family members as well. Please

. consider this information as you work through a difficult budgeting process. We can certainly
sympathize with Milwaukee County in this difficult budgetary process, but would ask that you
consider the positive benefits of maintaining Route 89 for our students and the St. Francis
community. : -

Sincerely,

.
’fW— é %{
Blake ' A. Peuse

Superintendent of Schools

On Behalf of the St. Francis Schocol Board Membets:
Robert Boknevitz, President, Susan Shafet, Vice-President, Russ Twanski, Treasurer, Chyis Finch,

Cletk, N},cholas Banach Me, bet

{Mm Michgel- LeWh
“SEHS Principal

CC:  County Executive Chuis Abele (Electronic)
. Supervisor Steven Shea (Blectronic)

Enclosures:

Student Testimonials (6}

September 24, 2018 Board Resolution (1)
September 21, 2009 Board Resolution (1)
September 22, 2009 Cotrespondence (1)
MCTS Letter from April 12, 2019 (1)
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How will the Closing of Bus Route 89 effect your
education at St. francis High School?
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‘How will the Closing of Bus Route 89 effect your
education at St. francis High School?
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How will the Closing of Bus Route 89 effect your
education at St. francis High School?
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OOL BOARD St. Francis School District
ROBERT . BOKNEVITZ, President - 4225 South Lake Drive St. Francis, Wiscousin $3235

AMANDA J, BEDNARSKI, Viee President Phone (414) 747-3900

RUSSELL J, IWANSKI, Treasurer ‘ Fax (414)482-7198

CHRIS FINCH, Clerk ) : . .

'SUSAN SHATER, Member g Blake A. Peuse
Srperintendent

St. Francis School Board Position Milwaukee Counity Transit Route 89

At the meeting of the St. Francis School Distiict Board of Education on Monday, September 24, 2018, the:
following tesolntion was proposed and approved by the Boatd:

Be It Resolved:

WHEREAS the mission of the St. Francis School is “To prepare stmdents to be literate and responsible wozld
citizens and targets seven outcomes for student leakning,” These targets include: - :

a.  Proficiency in academic knowledge and skills;

b.  Proficiency in complex thinking; ‘

¢, Profidency in applications of information technology;

d.  Global perspective;

e.  Social competence;

£ Pthical disposition;

g Self-confidence.
WHEREAS the St. Franeis School District exacts this mission through the implementation of Six Disttict Goals
including; Nurturing Kinder and More Compassionate Schools; College, Career, and Life Readiness; Literacy and
Math Excellence; Technology Facilitated Leatning; Performance Feedback for Effectiveness and Accountabﬂit_y;
and Contlnuous Improvement Practices;

WHEREAS the Milwaukée County Transit System, through the melcmentatlon of Route 89, supports the mission
of the St. Prancis School District €hrough creating cost-effective transportation options for our students and the St.

Francis comenunity,

" THAT the St. Francis School Disttict Board of Education is in full suppott of continuing Route 89 as a method of
transpottation through the City of St. Francis, including stops at ot near St. Francis School District buildings, in
each budget cycle leading forward.

- QD&N&Y (5 i

Robett Boknevitz, Board President 1& e M
* (g Pasgedlyy—

Amanda Bednassid, VicePresident [, (e / 0 i - //{f

Russell Twanski, Treasutes . .
Chsistopher Finch, Clerk ' /“@""‘\

Susan Shafer, Member | ( W}ﬁ (% )\
\ \ =)

Dated: September 24, 2018
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ST. FRANCIS SCHOOL DISTRICT . -

St. Francis School Board Position on
Possible Elimination of Milwaukee County Transit Route 89

Adopted at the September 21, 2009 Meeting

It is the position of the St. Francis School Board that the Milwaukee County Board must continue
to serve students of the St. Francis Schools by maintaining Transit Route 89. Route 89 provides
needed daily transportation to dozens of St. Francis School District students living in St. Francis
and in the City of Milwaukee.

These students not only enjoy an affordable and safe ride fo and from their neighborhoods, but
are able to participate in extra-curricular activities that would not be available to them were it not
for the bus route’s flexible schedule,

The St. Francis School Board fears that the route’s elimination for financial reasons, as a part of
the Milwaukee County Board’s budget deliberations, will have a significant negative impact on
our students, who will nio longer have access to transportation to and from school.

The St. Francis School Board asks the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors to carefully

consider the impact of Route 89 on the dozens of affected students who rely on it for
transportation and on the St. Francis School District, as a whole. |

Adopted and recorded this 21% day of September, 2009.

Jacqueline N. Hemmet, President Rusself J. Twanski, Vice President

Robert G, Boknevitz, Treasurer Kathleen A. Rutter, Clerk

Diane F. Mayer, Member 7




SCHOOL BOARD: | | St. Francis School District

JACQUELINE N. HEMMER, President : 4225 South Lake Drive St. Francis, Wisconsin 53235
RUSSELL J. IWANSK], Vice President : : Phone (414) 747-3500
ROBERT G. BOKNEVITZ, Treasurer : Fax (414) 482-7198
KATHLEEN A. RUTTER, Clerk
DIANE F. MAYER, Member | Carol Topinka
Superintendent
Septerber 22, 2009

County Executive Scott Walker

Milwaukee County Courthouse, Room 306

901 N. 9™ Street )

Milwaukee, WI 53233-1458

RE: Milwaukee County Transit System’s Route 89
Dear Executive Walker:

 This letter is concerning the future of the Milwaukee County Transit Sg/stem’s Route 89.

Route 89 provides dozens of students who reside both in St. Francis and Milwaukee, safe and
affordable transportation to and from the St. Francis High School. For this reason, the County
Board’s elimination of this route as part of the budgeting process would place a s1gn1ﬁcant
burden on the needs of students and parents.

The enclosed position document received unanimous support in a vote by the St. Francis School -
‘Board at the September 21, 2009 meeting. [ welcome your suggestions on how the St. I'rancis
School Board could further support Route 89.

: Once again, I thank you for all of your efforts on behalf of the students and staff of the St.
Francis School District. '

Sincerely,

Carol R. Topinka
Superintendent

CRT:lej

Enclosure
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Milwaukee County Transit System

1942 NORTH 17TH STREET « MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN + §3205-1697 « (414) 344~ 4550
RideMCTS.com

April 12, 2019

Mike Lewandowski

Principal, St. Francis High School
4225 S. Lake Drive

St. Francis, Wl 53235

Dear Principal Lewandowski;

The Milwaukee County Transit System (MCTS) is requesting-your assistance in sharing some
- important information with your school’s students, parents and staff.

Several special MCTS bus routes that currently provide morning and afternoon service near
local schools, including yours, will be eliminated at the end of this school year.

This is how these changes will specifically impact your school:

e Following your last day of classes on June 12, 2019, Route 83 will no longer operate.
s This means the route will not be available for the upcoming Fall/Spring school year.

Here are some alternate bus options to consider:

e Riders who are willing to wa!k a few minutes to get to a bus stop could consider utilizing
Routes 15, 52, 55 or 48, .

¢ Route maps, schedules and trip plannmg tools are avallable on R[deMCTS com and the
Ride MCTS app.

. Any families who would like personalized assmtance plannmg theit bus rides can contact
me directly at 414-937-3250 or khoffman@mcts.org.

¢ Arepresentative from MCTS would be available if your school is interested in having a
transit information table at any future open houses, orientations, etc. '

These changes in service are being made because the special routes carry relatively few riders
and have a higher than average cost per rider. We hope that our regular route options in the
- area will allow as many people as possible to continue riding MCTS. ‘

Thank you for helping us spread the wdrd so.that families éan plan accordingly. .

Sincerely,

Kristina Hoffman
MCTS Director of Marketing & Communications
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