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A RESOLUTION

Opposing the Wisconsin Works for Everyone welfare reform legislation 
	

	WHEREAS, on January 18, 2018, the Governor of the State of Wisconsin, through an executive order, called for a special session of the Wisconsin State Legislature on Wisconsin Works for Everyone welfare reform legislation composed of the following proposals:

· Pay-for-success contracting and the establishment of a pay-for-success trust fund for Health Services, Corrections, Children and Families, and Workforce Development
· An Earned Income Tax Credit partial payment pilot program
· Pay-for-Performance measures for W-2 and FoodShare vendor contracts
· Statewide work requirements for those receiving Food Stamps
· Asset restrictions on eligibility for FoodShare, Wisconsin Works, and Wisconsin Shares
· Child support compliance as a condition of Medicaid for able-bodied adults
· Require drug screening, testing, and treatment and employment screening of and employability plans for residents in public housing
· Creation of a savings account program in the Medical Assistance program
· Require photo identification cards for FoodShare recipients

; and

	WHEREAS, the Assembly passed the welfare reform legislation on February 15, 2018, with only minor amendments; and

WHEREAS, the Senate then passed nine of the ten proposals on February 20, 2018, removing the proposal to require photo identification cards for FoodShare recipients; and

	WHEREAS, in response to the legislation Hunger Task Force highlighted several concerns including, mandating FoodShare Employment & Training (FSET) for parents will increase childhood hunger in Wisconsin, a requirement of 120 hours per month of FSET violates federal law, the bonuses to contractors (pay-for-success) do not include any benchmarks, and the additional asset restrictions may needlessly take away a family’s car; and

	WHEREAS, a number of other organizations registered their opposition to the bills including, the Wisconsin Council of Churches, Kids Forward, the National Association of Social Workers – Wisconsin Chapter, the League of Women Voters of Wisconsin, Legal Action of Wisconsin, and others, highlighted the absence of stakeholder participation and argue that the bills will harm low-income families by decreasing access to support services and programs; 

WHEREAS, to create meaningful reform it is imperative that key stakeholders, who use the programs are included in the reform process and that the reforms do not increase barriers to accessing assistance; now, therefore,
		
	BE IT RESOLVED, that the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors opposes the Welfare Reform legislation in its current form; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Board would support bills that truly reflect what is both evidenced as effective and reflects the needs of Wisconsin’s vulnerable individuals and families, including bills that:

1. Address the tremendous transportation barriers facing low-income workers and their families statewide, including lack of access to reliable vehicles and
suspensions of driver’s licenses due to poverty;
2. Expand access to meaningful jobs skills training and educational opportunities through our excellent Wisconsin technical college system;
3. Ensure adequate funding for child care assistance, and ensure child care
availability that meets the often erratic schedules of the low-wage workplace;
4. Raise Wisconsin’s minimum wage so that no one working in our state still lives in poverty; 
5. Recognize and address the unique situations and barriers to employment facing unpaid caregivers, survivors of violence, people with disabilities, and other particularly vulnerable populations

; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Board requests the Governor of the State of Wisconsin set aside these bills and invest in solutions that work; proven, effective solutions that will create paths out of poverty, not costly administrative and bureaucratic hurdles that harm vulnerable families who are trying to make ends meet; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Board requests that the Governor of Wisconsin and the State Legislature hold public hearings on these issues throughout the state at times and places when people who rely on these programs and who are trying to get out of poverty can provide real input; and



	BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon adoption, the Milwaukee County Office of Government Affairs is authorized and requested to communicate the contents of this resolution to all members of the Wisconsin Legislature and the Governor of Wisconsin.
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