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Culture (DPRC) 

Subject: Update on Local Zoning Designations on Existing County Park Land 
(INFORMATION) 

ISSUE 
An update to File No. 15-785 regarding the Department of Parks, Recreation and 
Culture's (DPRC) parkland rezoning project. 

BACKGROUND 
In November of 2015, the Milwaukee County Board created File No. 15-785 requesting 
an informational report regarding the current zoning status of the entire Milwaukee 
County Parks System. The DPRC provided a park inventory and informational report in 
January of 2016, and it was received and placed on file. 

The Board also took action in January 2016 to create File No. 16-121 requesting the 
rezoning of 43 "at risk" parcels identified in File No. 15-785. The County Executive's 
Office submitted written rezoning requests to each appropriate municipality on January 
25, 2016 for the 43 parcels identified in File No. 16-121. 

In addition to the January 25, 2016 request, on February 29, 2016 the County 
Executive's Office submitted written requests to each appropriate municipality for the 
rezoning of land which is not used for general park purposes, but is used for parkways, 
trails, and environmental management. 

As of the date of this report, 98% of the park system parcels have park zoning, or an 
equivalent for the purpose of Wisconsin Statute Section 59.17(2)(b)(3). Local 
governments used a variety of tools to complete the County's requested rezonings: 

• Rezoning
• Creation of a new park zoning district, and rezoning
• Text amendments to provide an exception for Milwaukee County parkland in

other zoning districts
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