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Authorization to Apply for a U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Great Lakes Restoration Initiative Grant (ACTION) 

Request authorization to apply for a Great Lakes Restoration Initiative grant. 

BACKGROUND 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is offering Great Lakes Restoration 
Initiative (GLRI) funding for green infrastructure projects that improve water quality at 
Great Lakes public beaches. Green infrastructure projects refers to installations which, 
through the use of natural systems or engineered systems mimic natural systems to 
treat, slow or capture polluted runoff, to reduce the amount or improve the quality of 
runoff that drains into Great Lakes nearshore areas. Green infrastructure projects that 
are eligible for funding include porous pavement, bioinfiltration, rain garden, stormwater 
tree trenches, and constructed wetlands. 

The EPA is willing to match dollar-for-dollar any local contribution, up to $175,000, for 
green infrastructure installation, including engineering and design. 

The DPRC is seeking authorization to submit an EPA GLRI Green Infrastructure grant 
application for the South Shore Park Waterfront Redevelopment Project. The 1. 7 acre 
beach regularly ranks among the worst in the nation in water quality testing and 
closures. The DPRC completed a master plan for the redevelopment of the waterfront 
areas of the park in an effort to better meet the needs of the waterfront users. 
Redevelopment targets include aging park facilities, failing infrastructure, and outdated 
design. Green infrastructure features will be integrated into the plan to the fullest extent 
possible to address near-shore water quality problems and beach closings. 
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