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Date:		July 5, 2016

To:	Jason Haas, Chair, Parks, Energy and Environment Committee

From:	John Dargle, Jr., CPRP, Director, Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture

Subject:	Brown Deer Park Golf Course Driving Range Improvements – INFORMATIONAL 

POLICY 
A verbal presentation regarding a proposal to improve the driving range in Brown Deer Park.

BACKGROUND
In 1927-1928, Milwaukee County purchased farm land, woodland and open meadows that ultimately became Brown Deer Park.  The golf course was laid out in April 1928 and opened to the public in July 1929. In 1931, the park lagoon was excavated and the stone boathouse pavilion was constructed.  The park included athletic facilities, a bridal trail, water sports, sledding, and a velodrome (cycling track).  In 1951 and 1966, the Amateur Public Links Tournament sponsored by the USGA was held at the golf course.
The golf course was originally constructed without a practice facility.  In 1986, the Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture (DPRC) undertook a master planning process for all the major golf courses.  The DPRC, hired William Spears and Associates to study the golf courses including Brown Deer Park Golf Course in 1987. The master plan report for Brown Deer Golf Course recommended the addition of a practice facility. The DPRC studied alternatives for a practice facility and in 1992 built the current range on the north side of the park drive. 

In 1993, Milwaukee County entered into an agreement to bring the Greater Milwaukee Open (GMO) to Brown Deer Park Golf Course.  The GMO spent over $170,000 building a new putting green and range tee north of the clubhouse on the south side of the park drive. The park drive separates the GMO range tee from the practice area. The GMO tee can’t be used on a regular basis due to vehicle and pedestrian traffic. In the past several years, large outings and groups that were interested in using the facility for the event withdrew their interest after realizing the inadequacy of the practice facilities.  Several commented that the inadequate practice facilities were a factor in not booking an event at the facility.   

There are several key factors that make the range inadequate:
1. Short length of the hitting range:
a. With the evolution of equipment technology, the average player hits the golf balls out of the range. Thousands of dollars in golf balls are lost due to golf balls leaving the range. 
b. Due to the short distance of the range, the depth of the hitting stations is also limited and prohibits proper rotation of the hitting stations. This concentrated wear does not permit the turf grass to rest and restore itself.  
2. Narrow hitting stations:
a. The width of the range limits the number of hitting stations. High quality of woods north of the existing tee and the park drive south of the existing tee restricts it’s width to less than twelve hitting stations. This concentrated wear does not allow for the turf grass to restore itself and be used again.   When there’s an outing or event at the course the range cannot accommodate a large number of players practicing prior to the event. 

The scope of the improvements includes:
· Close a portion of the park drive in the area of the range.  By doing this the range tee built by the GMO would be able to be used on a daily basis and would improve safety for pedestrians and bicyclists; 
· Build an additional tee north of the GMO tee to be able to handle the increased use of the range; 
· Add grading, mounding, planting, and a safety fence to keep park patrons from accidently wandering into the range.  

DPRC estimates that the range improvements will generate minimum additional revenue of $40,000 per year with additional revenue recognized from new outings.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Two public information meetings regarding the range improvements were held at the Brown Deer clubhouse on March 29, 2016 and June 7, 2016.  Comments regarding the project included the poor condition of the parkway drive, history of the park providing a good facility for the golf course, pedestrian circulation around the range, vehicular and pedestrian conflict, and allowing vehicular traffic to circulate after the improvements. 

RECOMMENDATION
No action requested.  Informational item unless further action required.

Prepared by: Jim Ciha, Landscape Architect III

Approved by:


							
John Dargle, Jr., CPRP, Director			


copy: 	County Executive Chris Abele
Raisa Koltun, Chief of Staff, County Executive’s Office
Theodore Lipscomb, Sr., Chairman, County Board
Kelly Bablitch, Chief of Staff, County Board 
Marcelia Nicholson, Vice-Chair, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee
Sup. Sequanna Taylor, District 2, County Board
Jeremy Lucas, Fiscal Mgt. Analyst, Admin & Fiscal Affairs/DAS
Scott Manske, Comptroller, Office of the Comptroller
Allyson Smith, Committee Coordinator, Office of the County Clerk
Jessica Janz-McKnight, Research & Policy Analyst, Office of the Comptroller
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