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COUNTY OF MILWAUKEE
INTEROFFICE COMMUNICATION



DATE:	June 16, 2016

TO:	Michael Mayo, Sr., Chair, Transportation, Public Works & Transit Committee

FROM:	Brian Dranzik, Director, Department of Transportation

SUBJECT:	Bus Route Changes Due to Sale of Downtown Transit Center



BACKGROUND

As a result of the sale of the Downtown Transit Center, the Milwaukee County Transit System (MCTS) identified alternatives for all buses that currently use the facility.  The property transfer requires MCTS to vacate the premises by September 1, 2016.  Pending City of Milwaukee approval of a request for new ‘no parking’ zones to enable bus stop operations and end-of-the line layover locations, the changes below will go into effect at the same time as other fall 2016 schedule changes, August 28th, 2016.

The proposed changes minimize passenger impacts and create opportunities to increase ridership.  Layover locations were chosen, where possible, in close proximity to restrooms to provide for operator comfort and convenience.  Proposed changes to regular routes/layovers are as follows and illustrated in the attached map:

Route 12 (Teutonia – Hampton) – New layover location near Intermodal Station.  Route to operate via N. 6th Street, W. Michigan Street, and N. 5th Street to the Intermodal Station. The majority of passengers on Route 12 will not be affected by this change.  Passengers traveling east of N. 6th Street will have the option of transferring onto any eastbound bus traveling on Wisconsin Avenue.  

Route 31 (State - Highland) – New layover location on W. Wells Street near N. 8th Street.  Route to operate via W. Wisconsin Avenue, N. 10th Street, and W. Wells Street to N. 8th Street.  The majority of passengers on Route 31 will not be affected by this change.  Passengers traveling east of N. 8th Street will have the option of transferring onto any eastbound bus traveling on Wisconsin Avenue.    
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Route 33 (Vliet) – New layover location will be on N. Prospect Avenue at Juneau Park.  Route to establish new east – west service on the north side of Downtown Milwaukee in response to requests to extend the route to nearby grocery shopping opportunities.  The route will also serve the new basketball arena and adjacent commercial developments.  The route is to operate primarily along Juneau Avenue and E. Kilbourn Avenue to Juneau Park.  


Proposed changes to UBUS, freeway flyer and other special services follow:

Route 42U (6th – Port Washington) – New layover location will be eastbound on W. Wells Street near N. 9th Street.  This route primarily serves MATC Downtown and MATC north in Ozaukee County.  Route to operate via N. 6th Street, W. Wisconsin Avenue, N. 10th Street, and W. Wells Street. The majority of passengers on Route 42U will not be affected by this change.  MCTS will inform MATC of these changes. 

Routes 44 (State Fair Flyer) and 79 (Menomonee Falls Freeway Flyer) – New layover location on Kilbourn Avenue.  All existing riders will continue to be able to board at their regular bus stop.  

Route 90 (Brewers Line) – New layover location near the Milwaukee School of Engineering.  All existing riders will continue to be able to board at their regular bus stop, and the route will also serve trip generators along N. Water Street and E. Kilbourn Avenue.  

Route 137 (House of Correction) – New layover location on W. Wells Street near N. 8th Street.  All existing riders will continue to be able to board at their regular bus stop. 


RECOMMENDATION

This report is for informational purposes. 


Prepared by:    Dan Boehm, Managing Director, MCTS


Approved by:


__________________________________		
  Brian Dranzik					
  Director, Department of Transportation		

cc:	Chris Abele, Milwaukee County Executive
Theodore Lipscomb, Sr., Chairman, County Board of Supervisors
Raisa Koltun, Chief of Staff, Milwaukee County Executive Chris Abele
	Kelly Bablitch, Chief of Staff, County Board of Supervisors
	
