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File 15-785: Local Zoning Designations on 
Existing County Parks – INFORMATIONAL



Item: 
An informational report regarding 
the inventory of all County parks 
and parkland, and identifying their 
current zoning status. 



Zoning is used to designate: 
• How land may be used.
• Where buildings and other structures can be 

located.
• Types of buildings that are permitted and how 

they may be used.
• Lot sizes and dimensions.
• Parking requirements, building heights and 

street setbacks. 
Each of the eighteen municipalities that make up 

Milwaukee County has its own zoning 
classification system.



Process:
1. The Milwaukee County Land Information Office (LIO) 

maintains a database of all the parcels of land in 
Milwaukee County. 

2. The DPRC Geographic Information System (GIS) was 
used to select those parcels that are designated as 
County Parks. 

3. The DPRC then obtained zoning data for each of those 
parcels from the various municipalities within 
Milwaukee County through local government websites, 
via hard-copy zoning maps, through the use of 
interactive electronic mapping tools, or through direct 
requests to municipal employees.



Other Factors to Consider: 
• Deed restrictions prohibiting usage other 

than as a park.
• Conservation easements restricting 

future use.
• Management agreements and leases.
• Historical designations. 
• Environmental conditions, such as 

wetland and floodplain regulations 
limiting or prohibiting development.

• Existing Park and Open Space Plan.



Other Factors to Consider: 
While all local municipalities within 
Milwaukee County have zoning code, not all 
have an existing Park zoning district.  

• For example, instead of assigning Park 
zoning, some communities use 
Conservancy, Agricultural, Floodway, 
or Institutional zoning districts for 
parklands.



Results
For
Parks: 



Questions
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