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; You asked whether a county has the autl"lonty to enact an ordlnance regulatmg tax1cal)s
A county may not enact an ordinance regula’ung or licensing taxicabs because: (1) counties

- lack express statutory author1ty to do so; and (2) such an ordinance would confllct W1th the
-.Leg131ature s delega’aon of this authorlty to c1t1es, v111ages, and towns.!

DISCUSSION

- “A county ‘has only such powers as.are expressly conferred upon it or necessarily
" implied from the powers expressly given or from the nature of the grant of power.”” [County
of Milwaukee v. Williams, 2007 W1 69, § 24 (c1tat10ns omitted).] “As a creature of the leg151ature, .

- a county must exercise its powers within the scope of authority that the State confers upon it.”

[Id., quoting Mommsen v. Schueller, 228 Wis. 2d 627, 634-35 (Ct. App. 1999).] The state has not
“expressly conferred on counties the authority to enact ordinances regulatmg taxicabs.

Although the lack of express statutory authorlty is sufficient to. conclude a county may
not enact an ordinance regulating and licensing taxicabs, there is a second reason to reach this-
“conclusion as well. The Legislature has expressly granted the authority to regulate taxicabs to -
“the council of any city and every v1llage or town board ” Secuon 349 24, Stats., authorizes a
city council or village or town board to: : - : '

- Regulate and license chauffeu_r_s and operators of taxicabs;used for hire.

'3 Regulate and license the .taxicab_ousiness by .licensivng each"taxicab"used for hire.

- 1A county may, in certain limited circumstances, enact an ordinance that affects the operatlon of tax1cabs,
_ for example, by requiring a taxicab picking up passengers from a county—operated airport to have a permit from
the axrport [County of lewaukee v. Wzllzams, 2007 WI 69. ] ' :
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® - Prohibit any person from operatmg any motor veh1c1e for tax1cab purposes upon the'

' highways of the city, village, or town unless the person is licensed as a chauffeur -

and operator and unless the tax1cab busmess is licensed by the llcensmg of each
taxicab. - '

e - Revoke any license mentloned above When in its ]udgment the pubhc safety so -
requires. :

A county ordinance purportmg to regulate taxicabs would arguably conflict with the
Legislature’s delegation of this authority to: cities, villages, and towns. “Local regulation is
preempted by state law when...it logically conflicts with state legislation.” [Lake Beulah -
Management District v. Village of East Troy, 2011 WI 55, 9 15 (c1tat10ns and internal punctuahon o
omitted).] . _ ,

: If you have any questlons, please feel free to contact me d1rect1y at the Leglslatlve:
Council staff offlces : :
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