County of Milwaukee

Interoffice Communication
DATE:
January 10, 2014
TO: 
Sup. Marina Dimitrijevic, Chairwomen, Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors

Sup. Willie Johnson, Jr., Co-Chair, Committee on Finance, Personnel and Audit


Sup. David Cullen, Co-Chair, Committee on Finance, Personnel and Audit

Sup. Peggy Romo West, Chairperson, Committee on Health and Human Needs

FROM:
Stephanie Sue Stein, Director, Milwaukee County Department on Aging

RE:
Request for authorization to increase by $31,820, from $398,501 to $430,321, the 2014 contract with Legal Action of Wisconsin, Inc., to provide Benefit Specialist/ Legal Services, originally authorized under File No. 13-896
I respectfully request that the attached resolution be scheduled for consideration by the following standing committees: (1) Committee on Health and Human Needs at its meeting on January 29, 2014 and (2) the Committee on Finance, Personnel and Audit at its meeting on January 30, 2014.
The attached resolution authorizes the Director, Department on Aging, to increase by $31,820, from $398,501 to $430,321, the 2014 contract with Legal Action of Wisconsin, Inc., to provide Benefit Specialist/Legal Services, originally authorized under File No. 13-896.  The increase is funded through a grant from the Medicare Improvements for Patients and Providers Act and awarded through the Wisconsin Department of Health Services.
The 2014 contract award to Legal Action of Wisconsin, Inc., provides for both benefit specialist services and legal services to seniors age 60 or older.  Offering such services is a priority of the Older Americans Act and a key part of the Milwaukee County Area Plan for Older People.  In addition to Older Americans Act dollars, the program receives funding from several state sources including State Benefit Specialist Program, State Health Insurance Assistance Program (SHIP) and Office of the Commissioner of Insurance.
The Benefit Specialist/Legal Services program assists more 1,000 Milwaukee County seniors annually to work through the complex maze of state and federal benefit programs and how they compare to private benefit plans.  The program provides seniors, their family, and caregivers with health benefit information, counseling services, and assistance in understanding their public and private health insurance options.  The program helps seniors to determine which health insurance plan, prescription drug program, or other benefit programs will serve them best and how to apply for such benefits.
Based on a collaborative effort by the Department on Aging, Legal Action of Wisconsin, Inc., and the Social Development Commission, Milwaukee County has received a grant totaling $81,053 from the Wisconsin Department of Health Services and funded through the federal Medicare Improvements for Patients and Providers Act (MIPPA).  The purposes of the grant includes (1) outreach activities informing seniors about a range of Medicare and/or Medicaid programs including Medicare Part D, Low Income Subsidy (LIS), Medicare Savings Program (MSP), and SeniorCare and (2) outreach activities aimed at preventing disease and promoting 
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wellness through the following programs: Living Well with Chronic Conditions, Healthy Living with Diabetes, Stepping On (fall prevention) and Powerful Tools for Caregivers.
The grant includes $31,820 for Legal Action of Wisconsin, Inc.   Legal Action of Wisconsin, through the SeniorLAW project, will conduct MIPPA activities by hiring a part-time advocate to supplement MIPPA work already handled by SeniorLAW staff.  Senior LAW will provide application assistance for LIS and MSP customers and will promote preventive health benefits in partnership with local prevention and wellness programs.  Senior LAW’s Spanish-speaking advocate will reach out to the large Spanish-speaking population in Milwaukee County and will utilize the agency’s contacts with the Hmong and African-American community to increase LIS and MSP enrollment for these populations.
The proposed resolution adds $31,820 to the 2014 Benefit Specialist/Legal Services contract and enables Legal Action of Wisconsin, Inc., to administer its portion of the MIPPA grant.

If you have any questions, please contact me at 2-6876.
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Stephanie Sue Stein, Director 

Milwaukee County Department on Aging
cc:
County Executive Chris Abele
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