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2013 Natural Areas Management Locations
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Parks Administration
4 Pollinator Garden e

Anderson Lake-Root River Parkway ¢

¢ Agquatic Invasive Species Surveys
1 ¢ Invasive Species Control

| Back Bay

| ¢ Invasives Species Control

i1 ¢ Wayfaring Sign Installation ®

Bender Park s

¢ Hiking Trail Maintenance
¢+ Wildlife Surveys *
¢ Invasive Species Control

¢ Wildlife Habitat Management ¢
¢ AmeriCorps & SCA Projects
Big Bay .

¢ Friends of Big Bay Park—Weed-out .

| Bradford Beach

¢ Invasive Species Control

Cambridge Woods

¢ MRGC- Invasives Control
Copernicus

¢ SCA-Hiking Trail Re-route

¢ Invasive Species Control

PTG T 1

! | Cudahy Park

¢ Invasive Species Control | ¢ Wildlife Surveys

Baran Park ¢ Restoration & Management Plan
Dale Creek Park
¢ Invasive Species Control

Doctors Park

Doyne Park

East-side Bike Trail

Estabrook Park

Falk Park

SCA- Hiking Trail Re-route

Invasive Species Control

Invasive Species Control-Ken Solis

Trail Maintenance

Friends of Doctor’s Park— Weed-out

Restoration & Management Plan

Invasive Species Control

Invasive Species Control

Friends of Estabrook Parl— Weed-out

Eagle Scout— Railing Replacement

Wildlife Surveys
Invasive Speeies Control

Eagle Scout Project-Boardwalks
and Benches

Wildlife Habitat Management

Restoration & Management Plan

|
|




g Savanna Restoration— SEWISC

| Franklin Savanna 7

| e Wildlife Surveys

= | Grant Park - b i %

2013 Natu

8 Holler Park

B ¢ Dayid Ciepluch-Weed-out & Native
1k | Plant Installation

¢ Hiking Trail Maintenance

¢ Invasive Species Control-AmeriCorps

L

A ¢ Aquaticin’nvﬁsive Species Surveys

¥
4 Hoyt Park
¢ Restoration & Management Plan : vt

‘ &8l ¢+ Hoyt Park Friends—Weed-out

Gordon Park ! Humboldt Park

‘ | ¢ Aquatic Invasive Species Surveys

¢ Invasive Species Control

i Jackson Park

U8l ¢ Hiking Trail Maintenance

Hiking Trail Maintenance
Invasive Species Control-Manitoba
School

Friends of Grant Park-Weed-out

Wildlife Surveys

i ¢ Wildlife Surveys

Rain Garden Installation-SCA Mg o 7 ) ’ h ;
R Aquatic Invasive Species Surveys

Reforestation Project— South Milw. HS (o :
! Jacobus Park

Invasive Species Control & ) ¥ .
4l ¢ Hiking Trail Maintenance
1

Aquatic Invasive Species Surveys I : .
¢ Invasive Species Control

{ ¢+ Restoration & Management Plan

i ¢+ Eagle Scout —Railing Replacement

§ ¢  Wildlife Surveys

Invasive Species Control

USFS Pollinator Project— Native Plug
Planting

Wildlife Surveys

Invasive Species Control AmeriCorps & Service Learning

e Workdays
Grassland Habitat Enhancements '

Kinnickinnic River Parkway

Aquatic Invasive Species Surveys

' . { ¢ Invasive Species Control
Prairie Seed Collection— Franklin HS -
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Kulwicki Park—Root River Parkway

L Invasivgt Species Control
¢ Natural Resource Inventories
: :i ) Lake Park
Invasive Species Control
SCA & Service Learning Park

Native Plant Installation-Lake Park
Friends

BN Little Menomonee River Parkway
¢ Tm_rés'ive_ Species Control
VRS Eagle Scouts- Kiosk & Benches
McGovern Park
~ K3 Invasi\?'e': Species Control
. UWM-Trash Clean-up
Menomonee River Parkway
\ ¢ Invasive Species Ct;ntrol
, M__jlwaukee River Parkway
0 I’ﬁ{?asdi,SiJe_cies Control
mgchell Blvd Park

Story Hill Neighborhood Association
Weed-out

Native Seed Collection ~UWM Service
Learners,

anag

ik o

Natural Resource Inventories
Invasive Species Control

Wildlife Surveys

Purple Loosestrife Beetle Release Site

Invasive Species Control

Hiking Trail Maintenance-REAL
Academy South Milwaulee HS

Eagle Scout Kiosk

¢ Natural Resource Inventories
4+ Invasive Species Control
| Root River Pkwy South of 1-43
: Invasive Species Control |
Wil.dli'fe Surveys
Naturval Ré_s,q_ljxi'ce Inventories

Aquatic Invasive Species Surveys




Park

¢ Aquatic Invasive Species Surveys
Scout Lake Park
:icé Aquatic Invasive Species Surveys
_.Sileridan Park
Ot - Sheridan Park Friends-Weed-out
¢ Aquatic Invasive Species Surveys
South Shore Park
South Shore Park Watch-Weed-out
';?Wood‘ Creek Parkway
Water Qua;iity Testing
.,r_f"mﬂnt Park
< Ii%ﬁasive Species Control

- Hiking Trail Stabilization &
. Maintenance-SCA & AmeriCorps

Wilﬂiife Surveys
) Re‘storz_gt_i_on___& Management Plan

b Aquatic Invasive Species Surveys

Whitnall Park

Aquatic Inyasive Species Surveys

. Invasive Species Control

| ¢ Purple Loosestrife Beetle Release Site

" Wilson Park

‘ j ¢ Invasive Species Control-Molly

MeCarty

¢ Wildlife surveys

Management Locations

|/ A

Zablocki Park

4| ¢ Invasive Species Control

i SEWISC- Southeastern Wisconsin Invasive
Species Consortium

USFS—United States Forest Service




S of sy lles, \kgwthelnﬂgga or Fauna, allows staff to manage 'gral areas usin,
onducrre‘gf*orétion woq}% at theright time, and most impurtantlyfit %s us to measure 7
! le we do have a fairly comprehenslg‘e aof the flora
tem (68 specles of q&%uinented plants), ouqr understa of breedfﬂ nd'mlgratorj?’ i .
ations is still olving, rentorying w:ldlife po léﬁons is a fairly new practice for the Parks r*“‘
: N gl E‘? rmﬂistudies had ﬁeen conducted prim ‘to three years ago so we don't have historic 1"' : ’L !
Ca population data to consider which ma g baseline damﬁhe moreimportant. 0bserving h '
wildlife populat{ons ﬂuctuate during mﬁslto ns glves usa direct wim_fl_,pvy intmhogsuccess_ful we are

Sta‘?"f‘ conduct wllcﬂife éveys for snakes, amphlb{ans, aquatic invertebrates-*breedmg and migratory blrds, b
ft turtles, and crayﬁsh We follow gtandardn%‘d scientiﬁc protocols when : ' '

%r%é; of sites over the last four years and wi
and volunteers are encolirz

ﬂr
&

't

' A % o
¢ Sixspeciesof frogs plus on‘a& eazies of toad [wood grez'n, bull, chorus, tree, Ieopard & Anke;ica

thern

2]




. "\n}orked with 31 students thlS year at 6 parks. Students par‘cjclpated through the UW-M:Iwaukee 's lnsutute" !
[ 'forSerwceLEarnmg e i -y &3 SR | il

CommunltyEducatmill& Outreacil VAl 8% o4 | '_ s l

€ Urban natural resource management reqmres an engaged and educated community. lt ]S always a prlonty for us, "
| to tale the Natural Areas Program to the people. During 2013 staff gave 22 presentations to 1,291 citizens, |
Program accomplishments were also covered in various media outlets within UW-Extension. The Natural Areas ," g
.’ b Program also embraced social media this year with the creation of its own facebook page which includes many i
.| pictures of this year's activities. So check it out to be kept up to date on what's happening with our natural p,ﬁ i

% areas and be sure to “like” us!
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Citizen Science Program

'l

In order to continue effectively managing the 10,000-acre Natural Areas Program, staff needs to engage all
| stakeholders in the stewardship process. The development of a €itizen Scienge (Cit-Sci) Program within the

M i Natural Areas Program is an excellent opportunity to ereate collaborations between diverse groups of volun-
A3

teers. The incorporation of citizen scientists into our natural resource inventories will allow for the strengthen- [\3|

1}\- LS
"'A 1 ing of an already well-built partnership between the Natural Areas Program and its volunteers which will likely

lead to many new partnerships. The Cit-Sci Program formally begam this year with our Backyard Biodiversity
" | event at Bender Park. Cit-Sci volunteers also conducted wildlife sh‘rﬁireys at Noyes, Grant, Jackson, and Wilson
8 parks.

Natural Areas Internship Program f o |

;(-: Training the next generation of natural resource managers should be one of the most important components of | 7 {
lf ’f any natural areas program, The Natural Areas Program extended its internship opportunity to 10 university
| students and recent graduates this past year. Students participated from UW-Milwaukee, Milwaukee Institute | N |

of Art & Design, and Alverno College. i

"“
o |
. " Interns were provided training in ecological restoration techniques which included equipment use, natural ’E‘i | :
' | resource data collection, development of Restoration & Management Plans, creation of educational materials, |1}
‘| GPS/GIS technology, and plant/wildlife identification skills. L% |

" | In return for this learning experience, our interns (who volunteer their time) donated 1,026 hours towards
R){f' helping us achieve our natural areas goals. Their efforts and personal sacrifices to further their careers and give ‘
iy 1” back to the Milwaukee County community have been a daily inspiration for the rest of the staff and myself. It has 'z '
| been a privilege to work with each of our dedicated interns. Our interns this past year were: David Meineke, 8
If& Ashley Hirsch, Erin Andrew, Rebecca Romleski, Claire Kennedy, Erika Noble, Cassie Rincon, Lea Cutsforth,
},_‘,'i{ Danny Stangstalien and Tina Kroening.
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Natural Areas Hlkmg Trml System

o While staff greatly encourages the interaction between citizens and our diverse natural areas, it is important

"-u

. : thatitis doneina sustainable manner. One of the ways the Parks Department and its partners provide this
;, 8 experience is through the Forked Aster Hiking Trail System.

W Staff, working with the Student Conservation Association (SCA), AmeriCorps, Service Learners, and Eagle N |

e Scouts we were able tostabilize and enhance 13.9 miles of existing degraded hiking trails spread over 17 .

5 '; 8 parks in 2013, Building on the trail improvement success of the past few years, there are now: more than 42 1

"'/".'*' miles of sustainable hiking trails within the Park System's natural areas for 1‘esid§pts to enjoy. i

Trail maintenance and restoration is-an angoing project and great strides were made this past year. Upon y ‘

5 \ 'l completion of our current enhancement ofhistoric trails, the Forked Aster Trail System will eventually

: " N | provide approximately 50 miles of designated hiking trails to the Park System for park users to enjoy while i

|| " pratecting the natural resources that add to the quality of our citizens®lives. '
§ To view and download pdf maps of Forked Aster Hiking Trail segments throughout the county visit the Park

1"'7 Penple s website at http://www.parkpeoplemke.org/hiking-trails-milwaukee-county-parks

\ Natural Areas Land Management & Resource Planning Activities

& Thanks to our partners, volunteers, donors, and additional staff resources from the Parks Department 2013
= | was another great year for restoration projects. Accomplishments included:

¢ Removal and control of 21 different invasive plant species at 53 parks and parkways.

¢ Many natural areas within the Park System have historic plant inventories conducted by the Southeastern

WI Regional Planning Commission (SEWRPC). As staff go about their restoration projects they document _
& new species when they are found. We added three new species in 2013, two rare natives (cream : ,«
gentian & upland white goldenrod), and unfortunately one new invasive (common tansy). , 3

.~ | ¢ Monitoring wildlife populations is one of the best measures of ecological health and restoration project
" success, With that in mind, staff and volunteers conducted snake monitoring surveys at 3 parks, breeding
bird surveys at 4 parks, turtle surveys at 4 parks, and migratory bird surveys at 4 parks,

] ¢ Staff focused on breeding salamander data gaps this year with our ephemeral ponds inventory project.

: The five year study has added 336 ephemeral wetland locations within the Park System. Ephemeral
| wetlands are the main breeding and nursery areas for the majority of our native amphibians species.

Staff and partners trained 1,097 volunteers that donated 15,708 hours to improving our natural areas.

Staff and partners conducted ecological restoration activities that benefited 1,200 acres of natural areas.

; ¢ Staff completed or updated Restoration & Management plans for Cudahy Nature Preserve, Doctors, Falk,
Franklin Savanna, Jacobus, and Warnimont parks.
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The Financial Value of the Natural Areas Program

Costs & Returns

Ecological restoration can require specialized equipment, herbicides, planting materials, educational resources,
and trained staff, all of which can financially add up and prevent worthy projects from being undertaken.
Fortunately, the Natural Areas staff has been able to leverage outside resources through grants and donations
from partner organizations and volunteers. In 2013 the Natural Areas Program received:

$148,666 in grants or cooperative agreements (WI DNR, GLRI, USES, & Fund for Lake Michigan)

$12,566 in donations of materials, equipment, cash, or staff time (Lake Park Friends, OWLT, SE WI PF)
$347,775 in donated labor from volunteers (based on standardized rates published by the Independent Sector)
$72,780 from the Agricultural Lease Program and the CRP program that is managed by the Natural Areas staff
$44,400 in value to the County for assisting another County Department achieve their natural resource goals
$139,534 from the Park Department’s budget out of the County tax levy

A total value of $765,721 towards ecological restoration and community outreach and education.
Special Projects for 2013

¢ The Natural Areas Program continued its long standing partnership with AmeriCorps by hosting three very
passionate and talented crews this past year. We were fortunate and excited to host crews with project
partners The Nature Conservancy (TNC) and the River Revitalization Foundation (RRF) once again.

¢ Our partnership with the Student Conservation Association and Johnson Controls is a special project for
our staff each and every year. The tireless efforts of these young men and women continues to make
significant contributions to public accessibility within our natural areas (hiking trail construction) as well as
improving the ecological health (invasive species removal). The opportunity to work directly with an
organization so completely dedicated to the advancement and sustainability of urban youth is truly an
inspiration for the Natural Areas staff. This year SCA worked at Cudahy, Copernicus, Warnimont, Greene,
Root River PkWy, and Bender.

¢ We can't say thank you enough to our grant funders and partners who provided the resources that allowed
ll usto implement restoration projects and expand our natural resource surveys. The WL DNR provided
funding l;gr staffto control invasives at Grant Park and begin conducting aquatic invasive species surveys of
the Parl S"ystenf’s 50 lagoons and along 10.6 miles of shoreline. The Fund for Lake Michigan provided
funding to install green mfrastructure/wﬂdhfe habltat projects at Grant and Bender parks (reforestation,
rain gardens, and prairie plantings). A cooperative agreement with the Alliance for the Great Lakes funded
invasives specn '.remnval,pralne‘plantmg, educational workshops, and equipment to restore 200 acres
. within Bérf_q;er, Grant, and Warnimont parks. Anotherimportant partnership with the USFS's Milwaukee

'Regional office paid for 45 flats of native plugs that were installed at the Juneau Park pollinator garden, For
the second time in three years the Southeast Wisconsin Chapter of Pheasants Forever stepped up and

; prowded' :;ndmg for wildlife habitat conservatlon This year they played an important role in a large prairie
planting pro;ect at Bender Park, solldlfymg the park's value to grassland wildlife for many years to come.
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Natural Areas Notable Partnerships for 2013

The Park People Weed-outs

'Hands down, one of our most important and sustained partnerships. Weed-outs to remove invasive species were conducted in
spring and/or in fall at Big Bay, Doctors, Estabrook, Grant, Holler, Honey Creek Parkway, Hoyt, Kletzsch, Lake,
Menomonee River Parkway, Mitchell Blvd, Oak Creek Parkway (Mill Pond), Sheridan, and South Shore Parks, These
Weed-outs significantly improved the quality of our natural areas, and we are greatly appreciative of the Park People's
consistent and tireless efforts to guide and nurture volunteers (703 in 2013) ina sense of community enrichment. Thank you
Jim Goulee and John Lunz for your tireless leadership.

0zaukee Washington Land Trust (OWLT)

The Natural Areas Program is always looking to expand partnerships with organizations that are passionate about
conservation and cooperation, which made OWLT a “natural” fit. With funding from the federal GLRI program OWLT
was able to send several of their dedicated staff to Milwaukee Gounty to help control populations of the non-native
Phragmites, an aggressive invasive species.In doing so OWLT staffhelp protect and restore 304 acres of important
parkland in the Root River Parkway, and at Bender, Grant, and Warnimont parks.

Lake Park Friends

The Lake Parks Friends once again stepped up and showed their conservation leadership by funding a Natural Areas
internship position in 2013, This has been an excellent partnership that has allowed us to jointly achieve our natural areas
goals for Lake Parlc. Staff worked on invasive species removal, native plantings, and design assistance for the new native trees
and shrubs planted at Lake Park this past fall. A special thankyou to the Lake Park Friends Nature Committee for their efforts
to build and nurture this continuing partnership.

Eagle Scouts Projects

Experiencing conseryation at a young age often'solidifies an individual's natural resource perspectives for life. This year scouts
built hiking trail boardwalks, puncheons, trailhead kiosks, Leopold benches, and installed trail-side railings. Our sincerest
thank you to the following young men and their families: Nick Meyers, Khang Vu, Dusty Hartl, James Welty, Wolf
'Hentzen, and Stephen Lay.

Neighborhood Associations & Friends Groups

Too many outstanding partners to list in such a small space. Once again they donated their time, expertise, knowledge, and
funding in order to enhance not just their local parks butalso the larger Park System, At the end of the day, these parks belong
to county residents, and they have shown an overwhelming desire to preserve the natural places that make our County unique,

Volunteers of Significance 2013

¢ Gilbert Walter- Gil is so passionate about natural areas that he donates a great deal of his time between two
parks (Estabrook and Lake parks). He's always/leading the charge to plant native plants and remove invasives.

¢ Harold Schmidt- Harold has spent more hours removing buckthorn from Estabrook Park than probably
anyone else. When he's not tackling invasives he using his diverse trail construction skills to enhance hiking
trails at Estabrook and mountain bike trails in other parts of the Park System.

¢ John Mulhern- John certainly is a tireless invasive species warrior at Kletzsch Park and an inspiration to:all our
staff. If he’s not working on invasives he always seems to find other projects to diveinto including setting up
some great Eagle Scout projects at Kletzsch Park.

¢ Richard Stevens- Rich has gone above and beyond by motivating hisineighbors to remove invasives from the
Honey Creek Parkway. In addition Rich has paid for and installed numerous native trees/shrubs where the
invasives were removed,

All of these gentlemen have been long-term volunteers and each has given a sig_i;iﬁcant amount of their time and passion
in order to protect and preserve important natural places that we can all experience and enjoy. Excellent job guys and
keep up the great work!
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Natural Areas Mission Statement

Blending Milwaukee County’s Diverse and Unique Natural Areas With Its Culturally
Rich Communities to Preserve and Nurture Its Natural Heritage for Current and
Future Generations

Natural Areas Staff 2013
Natural Areas Coordinator Brian Russart
Assistant Natural Areas Coordinator Julia Robson
Stewardship Coordinator Staycie Greefles
Aquatic Invasive Species Coordinator Lea Cutsforth
Land Management Technician Sophia Steck




