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[bookmark: _GoBack]Date:	 	October 15, 2013					

To:		Chairwoman Marina Dimitrijevic, County Board of Supervisors

From:	John Dargle, Jr., Interim Director, Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture

Subject:	Lease Agreement with Urban Ecology Center, Inc. – ACTION 


POLICY
The Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture (DPRC) is seeking authorization to enter into a Lease Agreement with Urban Ecology Center, Inc. (UEC) for use of the Washington Park pavilion.

BACKGROUND
The DPRC and UEC have had a mutually-beneficial partnership for twelve (12) years in Riverside Park and for the past six (6) years in Washington Park.  UEC is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit privately funded agency whose mission is to foster ecological understanding as inspiration for change by providing outdoor science education; by protecting and using public natural areas, preserving these areas and making them safe, accessible and vibrant; by promoting community through offering resources that support learning, volunteerism, stewardship, recreation and camaraderie; and by practicing and modeling environmentally responsible behaviors.

Since 2007, UEC has been successful at utilizing Washington Park as an outdoor classroom and has greatly expanded community programming.  Use of the pavilion is needed to house UEC’s current and expanded future programming and administrative needs.  The term of this Lease is five years with two (2) optional consecutive one-year extensions.  Rent is $12,000 annually.  

UEC will retain the right to implement a facility rental program; however, it must preserve public access to the pavilion.  In addition, UEC is committed to making capital and/or major maintenance improvements to the facility over the term of the agreement and will work with the DPRC in the development of those plans.

RECOMMENDATION
The Interim Director recommends that the County Board of Supervisors and County Executive approve the Lease Agreement with Urban Ecology Center, Inc. for use of the Washington Park pavilion.  


Prepared by: Laura Schloesser, Chief of Administration and External Affairs


Recommended by:						 Approved by:


	Laura Schloesser, Chief of Administration and External Affairs
	
	John Dargle, Jr., Interim Parks Director






Attachment  – Draft Lease Agreement

copy:	County Executive Chris Abele
	Amber Moreen, Chief of Staff, County Executive’s Office
	Kelly Bablitch, Chief of Staff, County Board
	Sup. Gerry Broderick, Chair, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee
	Sup. Khalif Rainey, Vice-Chair, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee
	Sup. Russell Stamper II, District 5, County Board
	Daniel Laurila, Fiscal Mgt. Analyst, Admin & Fiscal Affairs/DAS
	Alexis Gassenhuber, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee Clerk
	Jessica Janz-McKnight, Research Analyst, County Board
	Scott Manske, Comptroller, Office of the Comptroller
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