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To: 	Chairwoman Marina Dimitrijevic, Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors

From:	John Dargle, Jr., Interim Director, Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture

Subject:	WISPARK, LLC Request for a Storm Sewer Easement – Action 


POLICY
The Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture (DPRC) respectfully requests authorization to grant to WISPARK, LLC (WISPARK) a permanent easement in and across the Root River Parkway to allow the discharge of storm water to the Root River.

BACKGROUND
WISPARK is preparing to develop the new Oakview Business Park in the City of Oak Creek. The business park will be located southwest of the intersection of S. Howell Avenue and W. Oakwood Road. This property is currently undeveloped and adjacent to the Root River Parkway. This section of the parkway is also undeveloped with the exception of a segment of Oak Leaf Trail that runs east of S. Howell Avenue and connects with the other trail segments located in the southwest part of the county. 

The proposed business park will have an internal system of roads and trails connecting to both Oakwood Road and Howell Avenue. The site currently slopes toward the southwest and drains to the Root River. The development will have an internal storm water collection system that collects water into several detention ponds that ultimately will drain to the river in the same location that the current surface runoff does. The storm water will be discharged within the boundaries of the WISPARK property but would flow across the park lands on its way to the Root River.  WISPARK has requested that the County grant a perpetual easement to allow some of the storm water discharge and related improvements within the Parkway.

DPRC has reviewed the preliminary plans for these proposed improvements to ensure that the potential impacts to County parkland from the proposed improvements within the subject area are minimal.  The proposed easement will provide the land rights to discharge water, install, operate and maintain the improvements at no cost to the County.  WISPARK has agreed to compensate the DPRC for this easement by constructing an extension of the Oak Leaf Trail from its current terminus on the east side of Howell Avenue to connect with the proposed trails within the development. The project is scheduled to be completed in 2014.  All areas disturbed by the construction, operation or maintenance of the subject areas will be restored to DPRC specifications at no cost to the County.   Appropriate County staff will review and approve all documents as required prior to execution.

RECOMMENDATION
The Interim Parks Director respectfully recommends that DPRC, Department of Administrative Services, Corporation Counsel and Risk Management staff be authorized to negotiate, prepare, review, approve, execute and record all documents and perform all actions required to grant a permanent easement to WISPARK, LLC to discharge storm water and for the construction, operation and maintenance of portions of its proposed storm sewer system within the Root River Parkway.  It is further recommended that the County Executive and County Clerk be authorized to execute the easements and required documents.


Prepared by: Kevin Haley, Landscape Architect/DPRC


Recommended by:				Approved by:



	Laura Schloesser, Chief of Administration and External Affairs
	
	John Dargle, Jr., Interim Parks Director




Attachment A – Proposed Storm Water Discharge Easement
Attachment B – Map of Proposed Oak Leaf Trail Extension 


cc:	County Executive Chris Abele
Amber Moreen, Chief of Staff, County Executive’s Office
	Kelly Bablitch, Chief of Staff, County Board
Sup. Gerry Broderick, Chair, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee
Sup. Khalif Rainey, Vice-Chair, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee
Supervisor Steve Taylor, District 9
	Daniel Laurila, Fiscal Mgt. Analyst, Admin & Fiscal Affairs/DAS
	Alexis Gassenhuber, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee Clerk
	Jessica Janz-McKnight, Research Analyst, County Board
	Scott Manske, Comptroller, Office of the Comptroller
Jerold Franke, President, WISPARK, LLC
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