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Date:	 	September 3, 2013					

To:		Chairwoman Marina Dimitrijevic, County Board of Supervisors

From:		John Dargle, Jr., Interim Director, Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture

Subject:	Authorization to Apply for, Accept and Implement Transportation Alternatives Program Grants - ACTION


POLICY
The Interim Parks Director is seeking authorization to apply for, accept and implement one or more Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) grants.

BACKGROUND
The Transportation Alternatives Program allocates federal funds to transportation improvement projects that “expand travel choice, strengthen the local economy, improve the quality of life, and protect the environment."  TAP is a new legislative program that was authorized in 2012 by federal transportation legislation, the Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act (MAP-21).  With certain exceptions, projects that met eligibility criteria for the Safe Routes to School Program, Transportation Enhancements, and/or the Bicycle & Pedestrian Facilities Program will be eligible TAP projects.  The Parks Department has successfully applied for and implemented a number of Transportation Enhancement projects over the past twenty years for improvements to the Oak Leaf Trail System. 

TAP is a reimbursement program and funds are awarded on a 80:20 federal:local cost-share basis.  The Wisconsin Department of Transportation, the agency that administers TAP in Wisconsin, anticipates accepting TAP applications beginning in October 2013, with awards announced in early 2014.

RECOMMENDATION
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Interim Parks Director respectfully recommends that the Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture be authorized to apply for one or more TAP grants, and to undertake all actions and activities necessary to accept and implement any TAP grants awarded.

Prepared by: Bill Waldron, Natural Resources Specialist


Recommended by:						 Approved by:


	Laura Schloesser, Chief of Administration and External Affairs
	
	John Dargle, Jr., Interim Parks Director








cc:	County Executive Chris Abele
Amber Moreen, Chief of Staff, County Executive’s Office
	Kelly Bablitch, Chief of Staff, County Board
	Sup. Gerry Broderick, Chair, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee
Sup. Khalif Rainey, Vice-Chair, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee
Daniel Laurila, Fiscal Mgt. Analyst, Admin & Fiscal Affairs/DAS
Alexis Gassenhuber, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee Clerk
Jessica Janz-McKnight, Research Analyst, County Board
Scott Manske, Comptroller, Office of the Comptroller
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