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Date:		July 2, 2013				

To:		Gerry Broderick, Chair, Parks, Energy and Environment Committee

From:		John Dargle, Jr., Director, Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture

Subject:	Quarterly Update on Beer Gardens – INFORMATIONAL


ISSUE
As required by the 2013 Adopted Budget, a quarterly update on the status of new beer gardens in the Parks.

BACKGROUND
In the 2013 Adopted Budget, the DPRC was directed to issue a Request for Proposal (RFP) for an additional two beer gardens with revenues funding the Parks Amenities Matching Fund.  The DPRC issued a RFP on January 2, 2013 with a three year term and two consecutive one-year mutually agreeable extensions.  Two sites were suggested including Brown Deer Park and the Root River Parkway/Whitnall Park, however, other location proposals were not prohibited.  The DPRC received some inquiries and interest from local vendors but no formal proposals were received.

The DPRC reissued the RFP on March 26, 2013 with modified terms due feedback from potential vendors on why they chose not to submit proposals.  The term was reduced to a one-year vendor permit because vendors expressed discomfort with a three-year commitment for an unproven venture.  Once again, the DPRC did not receive any proposals.

At this time, the DRPC is proposing to reissue the RFP in fall 2013 for the 2014 season.  With two successful seasons at Estabrook Park, vendors may feel more secure in a commitment to another venue.  

RECOMMENDATION
No action requested.  Informational item unless further action required.


Prepared by: Laura Schloesser, Chief of Administration & External Affairs


Recommended by:						 Approved by:


	Laura Schloesser, Chief of Administration and External Affairs
	
	John Dargle, Jr., Parks Director







cc:	County Executive Chris Abele
Amber Moreen, Chief of Staff, County Executive’s Office
	Kelly Bablitch, Chief of Staff, County Board
Supv. Kalif Rainey, Vice-Chair, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee
Daniel Laurila, Fiscal Mgt. Analyst, Admin & Fiscal Affairs/DAS
Scott Manske, Comptroller, Office of the Comptroller
Alexis Gassenhuber, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee Clerk
Jessica Janz-McKnight, Research Analyst, County Board
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