INTEROFFICE COMMUNICATION
COUNTY OF MILWAUKEE

DATE:

April 22, 2013

TO:

Marina Dimitrijevic, County Board Chairwoman

FROM:
Timothy R. Karaskiewicz, Principal Assistant Corporation Counsel

SUBJECT:
Claim filed by Colleen Miller



Date of incident:  September 1, 2008



Date claim filed:  September 1, 2008

I request that this matter be referred to the Committee on Judiciary, Safety and General Services for approval of a settlement.  I request authority to settle this case for the total sum of $20,000.00, which will be paid by General Mitchell International Airport revenues.

This incident occurred on September 1, 2008 at General Mitchell International Airport.  Colleen Miller, a resident of Glendale, Arizona, was injured when she was a patron at General Mitchell International Airport, on September 1, 2008.  Ms. Miller had already passed through security and was walking when she slipped and fell on the floor near her gate.  Ms. Miller fell to the ground and struck her knee on the floor.  She also injured her neck.  As a result of that fall, Ms. Miller sustained numerous injuries and damages, including pain, suffering and disability, and medical bills.  
The Complaint alleges that Milwaukee County, through its agents, servants, and employees at General Mitchell International Airport was negligent for failing to properly inspect and maintain the floor area where Ms. Miller fell.  Ms. Miller brought two claims - one on behalf of herself and one on behalf of her husband Thomas, for $50,000.00 each.  Ms. Miller’s medical expenses were in excess of $14,000.00 and are itemized below.
Itemized Statement of Damages

Standup MRI




$ 1,046.24

Michael Steingart, DO


$ 2,193.26

Paradise Valley Hospital


$ 8,415.50

French Family Chiropractic


$ 2,805.00

Total




$14,460.00

The Milwaukee County Corporation Counsel’s Office negotiated a settlement with the claimant’s attorneys, Miller & Ogorchock.  The Corporation Counsel’s Office recommends a total payment of $20,000.00 to Colleen Miller to settle her and her husband’s personal injury claims.  There is no tax levy impact because the settlement will be covered under airport revenues.  The check should be made payable to the :  Trust Account of Miller & Ogorchock.
__________________________

Timothy R. Karaskiewicz
Principal Assistant Corporation Counsel
Cc:
Amber Moreen


Kelly Bablitch


Jennifer Collins


Janelle Jensen

Raisa Koltun
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