In 2007 Milwaukee County’s Board of
Supervisors and County Executive
approved a Green Print resolution, intended
to improve the quality of life of County
citizens through a plan to conserve natural
resources and use energy more efficiently
at County facilities.

- To learn more about the Green Print

Initiatives, go to

www.county.milwaukee.gov/DPW/MilwaukeeCountysgreenPr
int.htm

US Water Consumption Facts

Landscaping accounts for 20-50% of all
residential water use. (American Water
Works Association) :
A leaky toilet can waste more than 200
gallons of water per day. (EPA)

Half of all water use inside your home takes

place in the bathroom. (EPA)

For more facts and information, check out
www.Earth911l.com. To see how you can lower your water

use, read the tips on the next page.
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Water Conservation
Why should | Use Water Wisely?

e To save money on your water and utility
bills

e To protect our natural resources

e To help reduce sewer overflows and
basement backups

Tips for conserving water in the bathroom:

1. Install low-flow toilets that require only
1.6 gallons of water per flush. Older
toilets (pre 1994) use 3.5 to 7 gallons per
flush.

2. Replacing old toilets with new models
can save the typical household 7,900 to
21,000 gallons of water per year, saving
both water and energy.

3. Fix leaky toilets, the most common
source of leaks in the home. To check
for a leak, place a few drops of food
coloring in the tank. If after 15 minutes
the dye shows up in the bowl, the toilet
has a leak.

4. Fix leaky faucets. Use the drip calculator
to estimate how much water you’re
paying for, but not using at all.
http://www.anycalculator.com/drip.htm

5. Take a short shower instead of bath and

| save an average of 20 gallons of water.
| 6. Install a water-efficient showerhead with
a flow rate of less than 2.5 gallons per
minute.
7. Install aerators on your faucets to reduce
water use by as much as 4%.
8. Don't let the water run while you're
brushing your teeth or shaving.

Tips for conserving water in the kitchen:

F 1. A full dishwasher is more efficient than
washing the same load by hand.

2. Scrape, rather than rinse, dishes before
loading into the dishwasher.

3. Clean vegetables in a sink or pan
partially filled with water rather than
running tap water.

4. Install aerators on your faucets to reduce
water use by as much as 4%.
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al Tips for conserving water outside the home:

Don't over water your lawn. Lawns
only need watering every 5 to 7 days in
the summer and every 10 to 14 days in
the winter.

Water lawns during the early morning
hours when temperatures and wind
speed are the lowest. This reduces
losses from evaporation.

Raise the lawn mower blade to at least
three inches. A lawn cut higher
encourages grass roots to grow deeper,
shades the root system and holds soil
moisture better than a closely-clipped
lawn.
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Avoid over-fertilizing your lawn. The
application of fertilizers increases the
need for water.

Plant native grasses, shrubs, and trees.
They do not need to be watered as
frequently and usually survive a dry

' period without any watering.

6. Do not hose down your driveway or
sidewalk. Cleaning a driveway can waste
hundreds of gallons of water.

7. Do not leave sprinklers or hoses
unattended. Your garden hoses can pour
out 600 gallons or more in only a few
hours.

For more tips go to www.everydrop.org
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New Green Roof at Mitchell Park
Conservatory

A green roof is being placed on top of the flat roof
of the building connecting the beehive-shaped glass
domes at Mitchell Park. The green roof is

| composed of a thin layer of soil and vegetated with

SR,

maintain a low profile.

I Green roofs help to reduce the volume of storm
water runoff to sewers and also help reduce energy
costs via their insulating effect. Because the roof is
not accessible to the public, an educational kiosk
will be constructed inside the building to show how
the green roof was constructed and the associated
benefits.
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Environmental Awareness 2 ([ o
Recycllng in the Workplace Semln%'tr
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The first annual Earth Month seminar was held on April 24‘F"a1t the
Zoofari Conference Center. Sponsored by Milwaukee County and
Keep Greater Milwaukee Beautiful the theme of the seminar was e
“Environmental Awareness and Recycling in the Workplace g
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3 Keynote speaker Ryan Grlffln Asset-Man’chement Systems with
| Mrlleigoors discussed Source Redfrctron Arddkssmg the Roosi _
Causes of Waste. He was followed by plenary session speaker
‘Steve Brachman, Waste Reduction Specialist, UW-Extension Solid
| & Hazardous Waste Education Center, Jason Johnson, Municipal
~Market Manager-SE Wisconsin, Ve%-ES Solid Waste Inc. _And)u
Petraszak, EnV| ag] Engineer, Briggs & Str%rgg;_@
and Joe Van ecycling Spegahst/Drreetor,.D -Extension

Solid & Hazardous,Waste Edy;atun C@I&'Madlson . e
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The Green Print
Trivia Contest

Ready? Set? Think Green!
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