By Supervisor Willie Johnson, Jr.
Journal,


File No. 12-

A RESOLUTION
Renaming the green space area of Carver Park that is north of Brown Street, the James W. Beckum Park in honor of the founder of the Beckum-Stapleton Little League baseball program and local community leader 

WHEREAS, James W. Beckum is a well-respected community figure who has served Milwaukee County youth by founding and maintaining the Beckum-Stapleton Little League, which is the longest running baseball league for African-American children in the United States; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Beckum started his baseball career in 1950 with the Negro Leagues as well as in the Milwaukee County adult leagues, and after serving in the military returned to baseball to play for the East St. Louis Giants from 1954 to 1956; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Beckum established his first Little League teams in 1964 with the sponsorship of Milwaukee County’s Greater Galilee Baptist Church, New Hope Baptist Church, Incarnation Lutheran Church, St. Mark’s AME Church, and Metropolitan Missionary Baptist Church and the Barbershop Association in 1965; and 
WHEREAS, the Beckum Little League merged with the Stapleton League in 1965, and the Beckum-Stapleton Little League received its first charter from the International Little League in 1965 in Williamsport, Pennsylvania; and
WHEREAS, the Beckum-Stapleton Little League played their games all over the north side of Milwaukee County in various parks, until former County Supervisor Clinton Rose assisted in establishing Carver Park as the official home park for the league; and 
WHEREAS,  Carver Park continued to expand and evolve with the inclusion of better baseball and tee ball fields, an indoor training facility, and a field with a minor league pitching machine; and

WHEREAS, the Beckum-Stapleton Little League demonstrated a commitment to inclusiveness and community involvement by establishing the Beckum-Stapleton Woman’s Auxiliary group to help promote the league by organizing various events and fundraising activities; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Beckum was recognized for his efforts by the State of Wisconsin declaring February 21, 2004 as James W. Beckum Day because of his hugely positive impact in the community for keeping hundreds of Milwaukee County youth “off the streets” and getting young people involved in a constructive and healthy activity for over 40 years; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Beckum has served the Beckum-Stapleton Little League and Carver Park in every capacity including maintaining the cleanliness and grooming of the baseball fields and repairing park structures, in addition to serving as a coach and confidence-building mentor during his tenure as director of the league; and
WHEREAS, the community surrounding Carver Park as well as youth from all over the Milwaukee area have benefited from the efforts of Mr. Beckum as he has stayed true to his motto, “To promote, develop, supervise, and voluntarily assist in all lawful ways, the interest of those who will participate in Little League and Softball;” and
WHEREAS, this area of Carver Park is the appropriate location to consider renaming in honor of James W. Beckum due to his continued presence as a favorable community figure whose  deep affiliation with Carver Park over the years has given the park a positive image and perception, and made it an environment that promotes structured, supervised recreation; and
WHEREAS, Carver Park would remain as the name for the area of the park that is south of Brown Street, with respect to the townhomes, housing, and other establishments in the area that retain the name Carver and use the park as a directional landmark; and
WHEREAS, adopted Milwaukee County Resolution 75-732 requires approval by the Board of Supervisors before any name be assigned to or any change in the name be made to any County institution, building, or facility; now, therefore,
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors hereby approves renaming the portion of Carver Park located north of Brown Street, the James W. Beckum Park in honor and recognition of former Negro League player and founder of the Beckum-Stapleton Little League, and authorizes and directs the Director of the Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture to take all necessary steps in implementing this resolution.
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