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Community Business Development Partners


MILWAUKEE COUNTY


LEE HOLLOWAY  (  Chairman, Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors


FREIDA WEBB  (  Director, Community Business Development Partners

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION

DATE:

February 15, 2012
TO:

Lee Holloway, Chairman, County Board of Supervisors

FROM:

Freida Webb, Director, Community Business Development Partners (CBDP)

SUBJECT:
Required Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) Program Ordinance Amendments
Background

Milwaukee County Code of General Ordinances contains various provisions that relate to the DBE Program, and its design, implementation and enforcement.  These provisions require modification in order to maintain compliance with corresponding modifications to Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations (49 CFR) Part 26.  Federal funding is contingent upon continued compliance with 49 CFR Part 26.  Adoption of ordinance changes must have County Board approval, and it is the approval of these Code changes that will ensure compliance and continued funding.

Issue

By Milwaukee County Code the DBE Program is structured to “comply with Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations (49 CFR), Parts 23 and 26, as amended from time to time, and all other appropriate federal laws and regulations, as applicable, now in effect or to take effect in the future.”  

Since the creation of 49 CFR Part 26, governing the DBE Program, in February 1999, there have been three major updates published.  Each of the major revisions has occurred at four-year intervals, June 2003, April 2007 and January 2011.  During the past year, Community Business Development Partners (CBDP) has done much internally, with departments, and externally, with contractors, to redress these changes procedurally.  CBDP has conferred with representatives of the County Board; Departments of Administrative Services – Facilities Management, Administrative Services – Procurement, Audit, Controller, Corporation Counsel and Transportation; and several key contractors including Milwaukee Transport Services, Inc. to work through the necessary Program updates and their implications.  The results of this dialogue, exchange and feedback have been included in these Ordinance modifications. 

With procedural remedies nearly exhausted and federally imposed deadlines looming, the remaining updates must be accomplished through Ordinance modification and revision.

Recommendation

Therefore, CBDP requests adoption of the proposed amendments to various sections of Chapters 32, 42, 44 and 56 of the Milwaukee County Code of General Ordinances as they relate to the DBE Program.  The amendments are necessary to effectuate the changes mandated by the Federal regulation updates of 49 CFR Part 26.

This matter is also being referred to the following Standing Committees as a means of bringing these necessary updates to the attention of Supervisors in anticipation of their presentation to the County Board during its March Committee Cycle: the Committee on Economic & Community Development, the Committee on Transportation, Public Works & Transit, and the Committee on Finance & Audit.
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Freida Webb, Director

Community Business Development Partners

Cc (w/att.):
County Executive, Chris Abele



Supervisor Michael Mayo, Transportation, Public Works & Transit

Supervisor Lynne De Bruin, Economic & Community Development, and Finance & Audit



Terry Cooley, County Board Chief of Staff



Jodi Mapp, Committee Clerk



Carol Mueller, Committee Clerk



, Committee Clerk

Kimberly Walker, Corporation Counsel

Jerome Heer, Director of Audit

Scott Manske, County Controller

Patrick Farley, Director of Administrative Services

Frank Busalacchi, Director of Transportation
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