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Committee on Parks and Culture on 2024-09-03 9:00 AM - REVISION #2

Please note the location change from Room 203-R to Room 201-B.
09-03-24 09:00

Agenda Name Comments Support Oppose Neutral

2 24-673 A resolution establishing a policy preference for designating 9 0 9 0
bicycles lanes with white paint for Capital Improvement Project WH0250
East Mason Street Bridge over Lincoln Memorial Drive

4 24-575 A resolution/ordinance amending Section 47.48 of the 1 1 0 0
Milwaukee County Code of General Ordinances to increase the penalty

for illegal dumping on county park property to $5,000. (Referred to the

Committees on Parks and Culture [P&C]; and Judiciary, Law

Enforcement, and General Services) (07/09/24 P&C Meeting: Referred to

the Office of Corporation Counsel)

11 24-767 From the Director of Economic Development, Department of 2 1 0 1
Administrative Services, requesting authorization to enter into

negotiations with Friends of Villa Terrace, Inc., for the management and

operation of the Villa Terrace Decorative Arts Museum with the goal of

reducing or eliminating the capital and operational support of the Charles

Allis Art Museum and the Villa Terrace

12 24-723 From the Executive Director of Parks providing an informational 1 1 0 0
report on the Domes Reimagined Campaign (INFORMATIONAL ONLY
UNLESS OTHERWISE DIRECTED BY THE COMMITTEE)

Sentiments for All Agenda ltems

The following graphs display sentiments for comments that have location data. Only locations of users who have commented
will be shown.

Overall Sentiment

I Support (23%) M Oppose (69%) M Neutral (7%)
I No Response (0%)




Overall Sentiment

I Support (0%) Oppose (100%) M Neutral (0%)
No Response (0%)

Jake Newborn

Location:
Submitted At; 10:02am 09-03-24

8/30/24

RE: File # 24-673 A resolution establishing a policy preference for designating bicycles lanes with white paint for
Capital Improvement Project WH0250 East Mason Street Bridge over Lincoln Memorial Drive

TO: County Supervisor Wasserman

CC: Sup. Anne O’Connor; Sup. Felesia A Martin, Sup. Jack Eckblad, Sup. Juan Miguel Martinez, Sup. Priscilla E.
Coggs-Jones, Sup. Steve F Taylor (17)

Dear County Representatives;

It was brought to Bike Fed'’s attention by concerned residents the proposed resolution relating to Project WH0250
File # 24- 673. Bike Fed asks you to vote NO on this item for the following reasons.

1.As of 8/29/24 County Executive David Crowley Approves Legislation Combatting Reckless Driving and Fatal
Crashes and commits to Vision Zero

As part of committing the County to Vision Zero to reduce traffic fatalities to 0 by 2037, road design and traffic
calming projects are a key aspect in the tool box to reduce these terrible occurrences on our city streets. The
policy and best practices of progressive change need to be put in place and followed consistently, not on a
project by project basis. The staff at MCDOT, as well as cohorts at the City of Milwaukee DPW, have been using
best practices and national standards that have been shown to increase safety for vulnerable users.



2. Design Best Practices: NACTO, a leader in urban design guidance outlines the key benefits of a green bike
facility from their research. Please review more here

These benefits include:

Promotes the multi-modal nature of a corridor.

Increases the visibility of bicyclists.

Discourages illegal parking in the bike lane.

When used in conflict areas raises motorist and bicyclist awareness to potential areas of conflict.

Increases bicyclist comfort though clearly delineated space.

Increases motorist yielding behavior.

Helps reduce bicycle conflicts with turning motorists.

3. Historic aesthetic concerns should not apply.

When Milwaukee was being built in the 1800s the automobile was the minority, in fact it wasn't even around until
the early 1900s. Bicycles have been a part of Milwaukee's history since the 1890s, when they became a popular
mode of transportation and recreation. Designers and building and city planners of the late 1800s were focused
on creating spaces for people and horses and trains and ships - not for personal vehicles. It wasn't until the 1950s
that highways and large roads began being built. If we were to only stick to truly historical building and lakefront
usage we would be removing parking lanes and space that is taken up by private automobiles.

The argument presented by the resolution being made seems like a red herring and not applicable to maintain
any historic significance. Rather an attempt to keep our city from advancing into the future of design and a city we
want that is healthy and active at the behest of the few.

Green markings are being installed in cities across the globe. New York City, Boston, Phildealphica, Paris,
Copenhagen and so many other historic cities have all adopted green bike facilities. Rather than maintain historic
significance, the proposed resolution will keep our city from implementing proven design solutions that promote
healthy active lifestyles. The aesthetic opinions of a few cannot outweigh the safety of all road users

Thank you for your consideration and we look forward to working to build a safer, healthier, and cleaner
community together.

Jake Newborn, Assistant Director, Wisconsin Bike Fed, 187 E Becher St , Milwaukee, WI 53207

Henry George

Location:

Submitted At: 6:47am 09-02-24

| respectfully request that Supervisor Steve F. Taylor read this eComment aloud, by virtue of his responsibility as
vice-chair of the committee.

This resolution is the equivalent of holding a single piece of printer paper in front of your body expecting it to stop
bullets, and then arguing over the color of the paper — the real solution in that case is Kevlar, and the real
solution here is a true protected bike lane, preferably with Jersey barriers or solid bollards (not flex posts).

Supervisor Wasserman, as a cyclist yourself, | know that you're aware of how little attention drivers pay to
unprotected bike lanes. Paint alone does nothing for cyclist safety, and the idea that we’re wasting time talking
about of that paint is laughable. You've done good work in the past when you've ignored small groups of loud
critics and done what is right (such as with your advocacy of pedestrianizing Ravine Road) — all | ask is that you
flex that muscle again.

To the other supervisors on the committee: please either amend this resolution to advocate for a protected bike
lane — or vote NO.

Kevin Germino
Location:
Submitted At: 3:49pm 08-30-24

What are we doing here?

| go by or over the Mason Street Bridge nearly every day. If there’s any other traffic in the area it's almost a given
that there will be cars driving or parking in the bike lanes. As a driver turning left onto NB Prospect at Mason, it's



hard to see the nearly constant stream of drivers illegally cutting up the bike lane which makes safely turning
difficult. When driving east over the bridge | similarly often have drivers passing me using the bike lane. As a bike
rider, | flat refuse to use the bridge due to the nearly constant issues with reckless driving or people parking in the
bike lanes.

Obviously the best solution would be physical concrete protection, which you’'ve claimed was unnecessary
because drivers would know to respect the existing white lines. | stand by that preference (which could be
designed to blend into the existing bridge better than green paint), but the county’s current opposition to even
following basic standards like green paint show a complete disregard to safety for drivers and cyclists alike.
Standards exist for a reason and they are developed by experts in the field based on decades of experience and
trial and error. Please don't use the political process to overrule safety standards for aesthetic preferences.

Melissa Seidl
Location:
Submitted At: 2:51pm 08-30-24

All stoplights that are adjacent to parks should have the colors of the lights changed to earth tones (e.g. yellow,
brown, green) that enhance, rather than detract from, the beauty of our County Parks locations.

That's obviously an extremely silly suggestion to make. There are some street designs that are used because
they are the safest option, the standardized option, and because what they communicate is important for the
street ecosystem to function. Trying to change the paint color of a bike lane due to aesthetic preferences is silly.
First of all, because that's extremely subjective (I love how green paint looks on streets). And second, because it
would needlessly force even more inconsistency and confusion into our street designs. Milwaukee (both the City
and the County) are making progress on improving street safety and bike connectivity, but there are numerous
different bike lane designs in use across the County. That makes it confusing for bike riders to know where safe
and consistent routes are, and it makes it harder for drivers to know what to do, since practically every bike lane
they encounter is different.

Best practices are "best" for a reason. The County has recently signed on to Vision Zero goals. That's a
significant statement. We should be reaching for the gold standard of urban planning practices (a la NACTIO
guidance), not attempting to make changes based on personal opinion.

Chris Erickson

Location:
Submitted At: 2:33pm 08-30-24

It's baffling why we would invent a new and completely non-standard color for a small section of bike lane. One
wonders if this is just a joke to see if everyone is actually paying attention to how the County is approaching bike
and pedestrian safety. This will only further confuse drivers who already disregard signs, plastic posts, and the
threat of being ticketed for illegally using bike lanes. The County just YESTERDAY pledged to work towards
Vision Zero and this couldn't be more antithetical to that goal. | assure you the aesthetics of a dead bicyclist in
front of the War Memorial because they had to go into traffic to get around an illegally parked car will be far less
pleasant than a few feet of green paint. Get a grip, use green paint like the rest of the country.

Mason St is just one of a few limited ways to get across Lincoln Memoaorial, which is a death-trap of its own. | use
this often, and typically with kids. Other options require you to hover in the median while 40+mph drivers sail past,
cross in a huge intersection after a couple extra city blocks of riding (cotoure), use a pedestrian bridge way to the
North that has many walkers on it and is dangerously bumpy in areas, or take a forgotten trail that is barely
usable by bike (on the East side of the South end of Juneau park). Deciding to paint this white is to declare you
do not really care if bicyclists can get to the park safely and efficiently.

As we struggle to make ends meet in the County, it's so frustrating to see us unwilling to reconsider our addiction
to car access to every square inch of the County, leaving no space for us to enjoy without the fear of being hit by
a reckless driver. This is just one more example of how unserious certain factions of the County are about
actually giving people more safe places to ride, walk, and roll, while also reducing our financial obligations to cost-
ineffective streets.

Brooke Frizzell
Location:



Submitted At: 1:45pm 08-30-24

| strongly oppose this resolution. These bike lanes are already substandard, without physical separation between
bike and car traffic. Green paint is a best practice, as set forth by the National Association of City Transportation
Officials. The County just adopted a Vision Zero resolution. But Vision Zero doesn’t implement itself. It requires
action by leaders committed to actually eradicating traffic violence. Using white paint for these lanes would be
directly contrary to the intent of Vision Zero. Choosing white instead of green will just result in more red on the
road. Subjective aesthetics should not supersede road safety.

Charlie Megenity
Location:
Submitted At: 12:45pm 08-30-24

| strongly oppose this resolution. This design already lacks the necessary elements (i.e. physical barriers and
separation) to truly protect vulnerable road users. Further diluting the design is a slap in the face.

This bridge is a critical piece of infrastructure for people on bikes, as it's one of the only connections from
downtown to the lakefront that doesn't involve crossing Lincoln Memorial Drive (which is effectively a highway,
and crossing it at grade is very dangerous).

In the current state, the bike lanes on the bridge have cars parked in them more often than not, in my experience.
While some of these instances are bad actors who will park in the bike lane regardless of the paint color, I'm sure
many are cases where drivers simply don't realize that it's a bike lane. Using the green paint will more clearly
indicate the purpose of that space and lead to fewer obstructions that abruptly divert vulnerable road users into
car traffic and put their lives in danger.

The county executive just signed a Vision Zero policy yesterday. We're never going to achieve that goal if we need
to fight tooth and nail for even the most basic design elements to improve safety.

Mitchell Henke
Location:
Submitted At: 12:36pm 08-30-24

| strongly oppose this resolution. The County has committed to improving traffic safety for all and eliminating
traffic deaths through Vision Zero, and this recommendation impedes that.

The National Association of City Transportation Officials (NACTO) guidelines on adding distinct colors to bike
lanes are recommended because research shows it:

* Promotes the multi-modal nature of a corridor.

* Increases the visibility of bicyclists.

* Discourages illegal parking in the bike lane.

» When used in conflict areas, raises motorist and bicyclist awareness to potential areas of conflict.

* Increases bicyclist comfort though clearly delineated space.

* Increases motorist yielding behavior.

This proposal should not be approved without other bicycle facility improvements being included to make up for it.

It sets a bad precedent of putting subjective aesthetics over others' physical safety.

Benjamin Neumann
Location:
Submitted At: 12:31pm 08-30-24

Given that issue at hand is a transportation system and not a mural, | oppose this resolutions. While aesthetics
are important, safety must come first. High-visibility colors like green are proven to make bike lanes safer for
cyclists and motorists alike. Choosing white paint for aesthetic

reasons risks compromising cyclist safety in a high-traffic area.

The City of Milwaukee has adopted the NACTO design guides. Their Urban Bikeway Design Guide lists some of
the benefits that this resolution would prevent:



https://nacto.org/publication/urban-bikeway-design-guide/bikeway-signing-marking/colored-bike-facilities/

This viaduct is critical for safety for both bicyclists and pedestrians so they can avoid crossing LMD at grade.
Otherwise they need to go all the way up to Brady or awkwardly use the viaduct by the Art Museum (which is not
bike friendly).

Opposing this resolution is congruent with the county's recently passed Vision Zero Resolution.

Agenda Item: eComments for 4 24-575 A resolution/ordinance amending Section 47.48 of the Milwaukee County Code of
General Ordinances to increase the penalty for illegal dumping on county park property to $5,000. (Referred to the
Committees on Parks and Culture [P&C]; and Judiciary, Law Enforcement, and General Services) (07/09/24 P&C Meeting:
Referred to the Office of Corporation Counsel)

Overall Sentiment

I Support (100%) M Oppose (0%) M Neutral (0%)
I No Response (0%)

Henry George

Location:

Submitted At: 6:57am 09-02-24

This ordinance change is much needed. Littering and dumping on public land is immoral and wastes precious
funds/time. Thank you to Supervisor Rolland for recognizing the importance of establishing incentives.

The only recommendation | would have on improving this legislation would be to add an amendment pegging the
penalty to annual inflation — this will future-proof the deterrent.



Agenda Item: eComments for 11 24-767 From the Director of Economic Development, Department of Administrative Services,
requesting authorization to enter into negotiations with Friends of Villa Terrace, Inc., for the management and operation of the
Villa Terrace Decorative Arts Museum with the goal of reducing or eliminating the capital and operational support of the
Charles Allis Art Museum and the Villa Terrace

Overall Sentiment

I Support (50%) M Oppose (0%) M Neutral (50%)
I No Response (0%)

Michael West
Location:
Submitted At: 10:01am 09-03-24

I'm resubmitting this because I'm not sure that it went through the first time. Thanks.

Chair Wasserman and members of the Committee: | am Michael West, CAVT Board Member and a former
Board Chair. | am commenting to request that the Committee and the Board of Supervisors to work with us at
CAVT to Save the Charles Allis Art Museum. CAVT has been working with County staff to present responsible
and accurate proposals for a way forward. We at CAVT simply asking for more time to reorganize our board and
begin fund-raising to establish a sustaining endowment. We hope that that this can be accomplished, but we
need more time.

Please don't act precipitously. To paraphrase an old saying, Act in haste, repent at leisure. Thank you.

Dn McCarthy
Location:
Submitted At: 8:52am 09-03-24

| support Milwaukee County working with Friends of Villa Terrace to manage and operate the museum. These
cultural institutions are vital to the Milwaukee's quality of life. They also offer an economic benefit to the
community, city and county. The Milwaukee County executive and the board must find a way to sustain these
important Milwaukee landmarks.



Agenda Item: eComments for 12 24-723 From the Executive Director of Parks providing an informational report on the Domes
Reimagined Campaign (INFORMATIONAL ONLY UNLESS OTHERWISE DIRECTED BY THE COMMITTEE)

Overall Sentiment

I Support (100%) [ Oppose (0%) M Neutral (0%)
[ No Response (0%)

Dn McCarthy
Location:
Submitted At: 8:57am 09-03-24

| support Milwaukee County working with Friends of the Domes to manage and operate the Milwaukee Mitchell
Park "Domes" Conservatory. This cultural institution is vital to Milwaukee's quality of life. The Domes offer
economic and educational benefit to the community, city and county. The Milwaukee County executive and the
board must find a way to sustain this important Milwaukee landmark.



