By Supervisor Logsdon							    File No. 22-902


A RESOLUTION

Appropriating $50,000 of American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds to and creating Capital Project WP076301 – Boerner Botanical Gardens Perimeter Fence, for the Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture to issue a Request-For-Proposals (RFP) to plan and survey for the eventual construction of a perimeter fence around the Boerner Botanical Gardens


	WHEREAS, the Boerner Botanical Gardens in the Village of Hales Corners, was created in 1929 through the efforts of Charles Whitnall and Alfred L. Boerner, the latter who was a landscape architect for Milwaukee County and became the General Manager of the Milwaukee County Parks in 1952; and

	WHEREAS, Boerner intended for the Botanical Gardens to be an aesthetically pleasing display of various plants and flowers in a natural environment for all to enjoy and the Gardens were later named after him in 1957; and

	WHEREAS, the Boerner Botanical Gardens have several capital needs including its Rose Arbor, red barn, a road reconfiguration near the children’s garden, and a perimeter fence; and

	WHEREAS, a perimeter fence at the Boerner Botanical Gardens is essential to protect garden plantings from deer grazing, potential vandalism, and ensure visitors pay the admission fee which supports the fiscal viability of the Boerner site; and

	WHEREAS, any perimeter fence and any road reconfiguration must plan, study, and account for the existing Whitnall Park Drive which runs directly through the Boerner Botanical Gardens and is adjacent to Margie’s Garden, the children’s garden approved in File No. 20-736; and

WHEREAS, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors created the American Rescue Plan Act Task Force “to review funding recommendations for the use of ARPA monies and to utilize a process that engages broad and diverse input from the community to develop non-binding recommendations to the County Board” after the United States Congress passed the Federal American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (File No. 21-555); and

	WHEREAS, the ARPA Task Force has been unable to assess the viability of funding a perimeter fence as no planning nor survey work has occurred, and the Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture has not received funding to perform such work and cannot fund such a project out of its operating budget as the Department of Administrative Services, Division of Architectural, Engineering and Environmental Services would cross-charge the Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture; and

	WHEREAS, at its July 14, 2022 meeting, the ARPA Task Force referred File No. HRA22-239, relating to a $1 million request for a perimeter fence, to its Revenue Loss Recovery Subgroup for further deliberation; and

	WHEREAS, the Friends of the Boerner Botanical Gardens and/or private donors may be able to raise all or a percentage of the final perimeter fence cost once a firm plan and cost estimate is established so donors can have confidence in what their dollars are going toward; and

	WHEREAS, the Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture may be able to find synergies in planning and design for both a perimeter fence at the Boerner Botanical Gardens and its road reconfiguration; and

	WHEREAS, the County Board of Supervisors has previously re-authorized a second surveyor full-time equivalent in the Department of Administrative Services, Facilities Management Division, Section on Architecture, Engineering and Environmental Services (File No. 21-489); and

	WHEREAS, a perimeter fence at the Boerner Botanical Gardens would be of great assistance to ensure the Gardens’ fiscal sustainability and protect plantings from wild animals and vandalism; now, therefore,

	BE IT RESOLVED, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors hereby appropriates $50,000 of American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) dollars to and creates Capital Project WP076301 – Boerner Botanical Gardens Perimeter Fence for the Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture to issue a Request-For-Proposals, as soon as practicable, to plan, survey, and arrive at a reasonable cost estimate for the construction of a perimeter fence around the Boerner Botanical Gardens in the Village of Hales Corners, prior to its eventual procurement; and

	BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the County Board of Supervisors hereby expresses a preference for and requests the surveyors within the Department of Administrative Services, Facilities Management Division, Section on Architecture, Engineering and Environmental Services perform any surveying work necessary pursuant to this resolution barring a workload or expertise capacity.
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