
Park and Open 
Space Plan

Milwaukee County Parks

Informational Report, December 2021



Pu
rp

os
e • To identify the existing and future needs for 

recreational and open space.
• To develop a workable plan that can effectively meet 

forecasted needs.

• To guide long-term park 
management, maintenance, and 
development.

• To fulfill federal and state grant 
eligibility requirements for park 
system projects. Mke Cnty Parks’ 
current plan was completed in 1991.
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*Milwaukee County Board Adoption by Resolution

With technical assistance from SEWRPC, 
PROS Consulting, P3 Consulting, and ETC 
Institute:



To
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cs Chapter 1 –
System history, 
plan purpose, 

project 
methodology

Chapter 2 –
Existing resident 
population, land 

use patterns, 
and natural 

resource base 
of the County

Chapter 3 –
Information on 
existing park 

sites and 
facilities and 
open space 

lands within the 
County

Chapter 4 – A 
framework for plan 

development, 
summaries of 

existing reports and 
public input 

opportunities

Chapter 5 –
Level of service; 

preservation, 
acquisition & 

development goals; 
analysis of park and 
open space needs 

Chapter 6 – A 
recommended park 

and open space 
plan that identifies 

the actions required 
to carry out the 

recommended plan
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the establishment of the Milwaukee County Park
Commission in 1907. That Commission envisioned 
and developed a park system composed of a series 
greenways and parks encircling the County. The 
County Park Commission proposed connecting 
existing parks within the City of Milwaukee to 
outlying areas, which were selected based upon the 
active and passive recreational opportunities offered 
by, and the aesthetic appeal of, the landscape. This 
expansion of the park system was envisioned as an 
opportune means to accommodate residential 
growth.
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• Milwaukee County owns 157 park and 

open space sites, which collectively 
encompass 15,316 acres, or about 10 
percent of the total area of the 
County

• The State of Wisconsin or special 
purpose district established by the 
State owns a total of 10 park and 
open space sites, encompassing 888 
acres, or less than 1 percent of the 
total area of the County

• Local units of government and school 
districts own 486 park and open space 
sites, encompassing 3,371 acres, or 
about 2 percent of the total area of 
the County. 
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Workshops
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Survey Online Survey

Plan 
Adoption
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• Recommendation 1.1: Preserve primary 
environmental corridors.

• Recommendation 1.2: Preserve 
secondary environmental corridors and 
isolated natural resource areas.

• Recommendation 1.3: Protect natural 
areas and critical species habitat sites.

• Recommendation 1.4: Protect 
significant geological sites.

• Recommendation 1.5: Promote WDNR’s 
acquisition of lands within project 
boundaries.

• Recommendation 1.6: Maintain and 
improve as necessary existing County-
owned parks and outdoor recreation 
sites.

• Recommendation 1.7: Refine and 
update cost estimates for meeting park 
and open space site and facility needs 
and addressing deferred maintenance.
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ns • Recommendation 1.8: Explore alternate 

means of using or managing County-
owned park and open space sites.

• Recommendation 1.9: Complete 
planned development of regional parks 
within existing County owned sites.

• Recommendation 1.10: Complete 
planned development of community 
parks on existing County-owned lands.

• Recommendation 1.11: Develop 
needed neighborhood parks where 
appropriate sites have already been 
acquired by the County.

• Recommendation 1.12: Continue to 
develop a recreational trail network 
within the County to promote the 
establishment of County- and Region-
wide trail systems.
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ns • Recommendation 1.13: Work with 

Ozaukee County to identify, acquire, 
and develop a public access site 
providing recreational boat launch 
facilities within a harbor of refuge along 
Lake Michigan.

• Recommendation 1.14: Continue to 
develop a water trail system on 
canoeable rivers and along Lake 
Michigan that connects to water trails 
in adjacent counties.

• Recommendation 1.15: Continue to 
work with local governments to 
promote the development of 
recreational sites and facilities.
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