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Meeting Minutes

County Courthouse 901 N. 9th Street, Rm. 105
Milwaukee, WI 53233

Sustainability Task Force
(Steering Group)

Gordie Bennett (Chair), Mitch Harris, Guy Smith, Heather Wolfgram, 
Isaac Rowlett, Jeff Roman, John Blonien, Julie Esch, Kari Williams, Kyle Caudill, Marietta Luster, 
Matt Haseman, Sarah Toomsen, Shawn Sullivan, and Stu Carron




Friday, April 14, 2023			1:00 PM – 2:30 PM			Via Teleconference






[bookmark: _Hlk73547746]Meeting convened at 1:03 PM

1 Welcome & Roll Call
	Present:	10 (quorum) – Gordie Bennett (Chair), Heather Wolfgram, John Blonien, Julie Esch, Kari Williams, Kyle Caudill, Matt Haseman, Sarah Toomsen, Shawn Sullivan, Guy Smith (delayed after item 2 vote)
	Absent:		5 – Mitch Harris, Isaac Rowlett (excused), Jeff Roman, Marietta Luster (excused), Stu Carron
		Guests:		5 – Grant Helle (Sustainability); Chris Gillespie, Shannon Lawn, and Walt Zalis (Energetics);    Linda Reid (Water 365)

2 Approval of February 10, 2022 Meeting Minutes*
	Attachment:	Meeting Minutes 20230210.docx
	Presented by Gordie Bennett
		APPROVED AS-IS with no objections. 
		Vote was delayed until 1:28 pm, after agenda item 3. Eight in favor and zero opposed.
	
3 Project Spotlight – 2023 Parks Equity Index
	Attachment:	A1 - 2023EquityIndexProcessPres.pdf
	Presented by Sarah Toomsen

4 Climate Action 2050 Plan (CA50) Updates
	Presented by Walt Zalis, Shannon Lawn, Chris Gillespie, Linda Reid
		This informational item was DISCUSSED WITH NO ACTION TAKEN. 
		Notes: Kari remarked on the correlation between shoreline zip code response rate and high concern for shoreline impacts due to climate change. Energetics mentioned that promotional materials for community workshops will be created and shared with STF. 

5 Climate Vulnerability Assessment Update
	Presented by Chris Gillespie, Walt Zalis 
	This informational item was DISCUSSED WITH NO ACTION TAKEN. 
Notes: Via Menti: Generally, ‘severe heat waves’ (4.3) and ‘extreme precipitation’ (3.7) will negatively affect facilities owned/maintained by STF respondents. Matt Haseman mentions that extreme weather is the most important consideration for the Zoo. Via Menti: Is your Dept. planning processes capable of adequately addressing climate change effects? 5 yes and 2 no. Sarah with Parks remarks that the entire parks system is so large and a specific project would be easier to plan for climate change. Julie Esch with Dept. of Transportation notes that funding capabilities and exorbitant infrastructure costs are difficult. Via Menti: How will hotter temps and severe heat waves affect user groups served by your department? Increased energy consumption leads to increased costs and further maintenance needs. Health of staff, guests, animals outdoors at the Zoo. Via Menti: How will hotter temps and severe heat waves affect your department’s ability to provide service to the community? O&M needing to deal with emergencies, productivity, and health of staff to provide service, mechanicals failures at CRC will increase, guests not wanting to attend outdoor events. Gordie notes that Milwaukee Mitchell Airport is also very weather dependent in their operations. Via Menti: How will extreme precipitation affect user groups that your department serves? Basin backups lead to closures, negative consequences to bottom line. Higher levels of mosquito populations. Via Menti: How will your department’s services be affected by extreme precipitation? Delays on projects, closures, underserved communities cannot attend events due to lack of reliable precipitation. Damage to stormwater management systems. Via Menti: What local events is your department participating in this spring/summer? Juneteenth. 

6 Community Climate Action Plans
		This informational item was NOT DISCUSSED.
		

7 Other Business
		This informational item was NOT DISCUSSED.

8 Next Task Force Meeting: May 30, 2023 from 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM
	
9 Meeting Adjourned at 2:32 PM
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