By Supervisors Weishan & Mayo
A RESOLUTION

Opposing freeway expansion options for I-94 from North 25th Street to North 70th Street that could detract from the quality of life of Milwaukee County residents.


WHEREAS, on December 27, 2007, the City of Milwaukee Common Council adopted file #071114,  a resolution expressing the City's opposition to the proposed reconstruction and expansion  of Interstate 94 and its support for a new strategic approach to transportation investments in Southeastern Wisconsin; and

WHEREAS, a federal judge ruled that the State Department of Transportation’s Environmental Impact Statement supporting the $1.7 billion taxpayer funded rebuilding and expansion of the Zoo Interchange is deficient and violates federal law; and

WHEREAS, the Story Hill Neighborhood Association (SHNA) has expressed its opposition to the State DOT on freeway corridor expansion options for I-94 from North 25th Street to North 70th Street; and

WHEREAS, the SNHA also expressed to the State that the I-94 freeway corridor must be designed and rebuilt within the existing footprint to maintain and preserve the quality of life and housing stock with no removal of homes; and

WHEREAS, On December 3, 2008, the American Civil Liberties Union of Wisconsin ("ACLU") filed a complaint with the U.S. Department of Transportation's Departmental Office for Civil Rights and the Federal Highway Administration's Office of Civil Rights relating to the Wisconsin Department of Transportation's plans to reconstruct and expand I-94 between the Mitchell Interchange and the Illinois State Line, construct a new interchange at Drexel Avenue and close a significant portion of the interchange at S. 27th Street and I-894; and
 

WHEREAS, The ACLU complaint objected to WisDOT's plans on civil rights and environmental justice grounds, particularly that WisDOT's actions have "both the intent and effect of imposing disproportionate and unnecessary harm upon the residents of the city of Milwaukee"; and
 

WHEREAS, the ACLU asserts that WisDOT has failed to consider or take actions that would provide benefits to Milwaukee residents to offset the negative effects of its I-94 plans; and
 

WHEREAS, the ACLU alleged that WisDOT's decision-making process regarding the project, and the decision itself, discriminates and violates Title VI of the Civil Rights Act and environmental justice requirements; and

WHEREAS, the SHNA overall position is to support making improvements to the I-94 corridor between 70th and 25th streets as necessary, but to otherwise rebuild the highway in the existing footprint, keeping all entrance/exit opportunities, except General Mitchell Boulevard, as is. The quality of life that the Story Hill neighborhood and our surrounding business districts and neighborhoods enjoy must not be reduced or worse, eliminated; and

WHEREAS, cost estimates for the project range from $370 million to reconstruct the freeway to its current configuration, to $1.2 billion to rebuild and expand the freeway (which includes sections of double-decking through the Story Hill neighborhood and moving the entire right-of-way in the Merrill Park neighborhood; and
WHEREAS, with the pending lawsuit concerning rebuilding the Zoo Interchange and more delays in completing the I- 94 North/South freeway through Racine and Kenosha counties, as well as other road projects proposed or already underway throughout the state, the SHNA does not believe a total rebuild of this freeway corridor is something taxpayers can afford at this time; and

WHEREAS, it is reasonable and prudent that a new balanced approach be taken that would take into account local roads, bridges, and other intermodal options now, therefore

BE IT RESOLVED, the County Board opposes freeway expansion options for I-94 from North 25th Street to North 70th Street that could detract from the quality of life of Milwaukee County residents. 
