Supervisor Michael Mayo, Sr., Chairperson, 

From the Committee on Transportation, Public Works, and Transit, reporting on:
  


File No. 12-226
(ITEM           )  A resolution by Supervisors Jursik, Borkowski, Haas, and Dimitrijevic in support of the 128th Air Refueling Wing (ARW) at Milwaukee County’s General Mitchell International Airport (GMIA) and to direct the planning for a land swap between General Mitchell International Airport and the 128th ARW and the relocation of the 128 ARW’s guard post to the northeast part of GMIA off Layton Avenue, by recommending adoption of the following:
A RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the 128th Air Refueling Wing of Milwaukee (hereinafter 128 ARW), being part of the Wisconsin Air National Guard, is a valued and integral organization in Milwaukee County with a base located at Milwaukee County’s General Mitchell International Airport (GMIA) and has a significant economic impact on the local economy valued at approximately $77.3 million per year; and
WHEREAS, the 128 ARW is in the process of preparing and filing a long-range plan with the National Guard Bureau at the end of March 2012, for the continued viability of not only the current base configuration but also the long-range viability of the base at GMIA; and 
WHEREAS, Milwaukee County desires to express its support for the current and long-range viability of the 128 ARW; to display the strong support of the community for continuity and positive cooperation between the 128 ARW and GMIA and to ensure that the valued services, including both security and fire protection performed by the 128 ARW to the County and State, are maintained; and
WHEREAS, the 128 ARW and its guard post are currently accessed by crossing under railroad tracks to the east of the base on Grange Avenue, and should the proposed Lake Parkway (State Trunk Highway 794) be extended south along the railroad right-of-way, the extension would create an additional overpass above the current guard post which could compromise the guard post’s security; and
WHEREAS, there are mutual opportunities for both GMIA and the 128 ARW that would permit the County to acquire additional lands for the MKE Regional Business Park (the former 440th Air Reserve Station, hereafter referred to as MKE) at the Airport, since the 128 ARW holds land in this area, while also permitting the 128 ARW to obtain a more secure guard post to the north of the base off of Layton Avenue, thereby eliminating the compromised entrance off Grange Avenue and further also providing additional apron space as required by new standards set by the Air Force for additional parking of new KC-46 tankers used by the 128 ARW and similar refueling bases around the country; and
WHEREAS, since nearly the beginning of GMIA, the northeast quadrant has been used for private hangars that are subject to land leases with the County, and since the value of Airport land has increased substantially over the time GMIA has existed in the County, the County would be given an opportunity to review the highest and best use of this space in conjunction with the desire to obtain a land swap with the 128 ARW to benefit the base with a more secure guard post and entrance, provide additional apron space and assets for the 128 ARW, permit GMIA to review and plan for this northeast quadrant (given the current value of the airport land), and obtain the land currently held by the 128 ARW in the MKE as well as the land outside of GMIA held for the Grange Avenue entrance to the base; and

WHEREAS, the attached map illustrates the 128 ARW’s two current locations being Guard East, which is accessed via Grange Avenue, and Guard West, which is part of the MKE accessed via College Avenue, both of which could be swapped for the proposed Guard North, which would be accessed via Layton Avenue; and
WHEREAS, there is a need for review and itemization of the conditions required to be met for this land swap to occur and a need to give policy direction to the Director and administration of GMIA to initiate such planning to go forward; now, therefore,
BE IT RESOLVED, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors hereby states its strong support for the continued viability of the 128 Air Refueling Wing (ARW) at General Mitchell International Airport (GMIA) and directs as follows:

1.  The County Board approves in concept the land swap of the Guard West and Guard East properties currently held by the 128 ARW for the proposed Guard North currently owned by GMIA.

2.  The County Board approves in concept the addition of apron space for the 128 ARW in the northeast quadrant as set out in the attached map and as further compiled between GMIA and the 128 ARW in agreements to be developed and brought before the Board.
3.  The County Board authorizes and directs the GMIA Director to review what would be required to effectuate the land swap, including such issues as Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) approval, FAA and State approval of the land release amending the GMIA Master Plan, the private hanger land leases and their relocations, and environmental concerns.
4.  The GMIA Director shall provide the information to the Board that is provided for in this resolution itemizing a proposed timelines and a breakdown of the steps required when the 128 ARW has obtained approval of its long range plan.
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