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Date:		October 13, 2015

To: 	Theodore Lipscomb, Sr., Chairman, County Board of Supervisors

From:	John Dargle, Jr., Director, Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture

Subject:	A Request for WE Energies Easements for Gas and Electric Service to Milwaukee County Parks Facilities – ACTION

POLICY
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture is seeking approval of permanent WE Energies easements to allow for the construction, operation and maintenance of electric and natural gas utilities on parkland to serve Milwaukee County park facilities.

BACKGROUND
The Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture (DPRC) utilizes electricity and natural gas services provided by WE Energies for its buildings and other park facilities.  As new park facilities are constructed or existing facilities are upgraded, the DPRC requests that WE Energies provide new electrical and natural gas services to them as well. When new services are provided, WE Energies requires that the County provide permanent easements to ensure that it has the needed access to install, operate and maintain their infrastructure within the park.

New services are installed by WE Energies and their contractors, and permission for installation work is granted through the Department’s Right-of-Entry permit process. Granting the Permanent Easements necessary for the long-term operation of the utility on DPRC’s lands requires authorization from the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors and the County Executive.  

The current package of easements can be found on the attached Exhibit A.

RECOMMENDATION 
The Parks Director recommends that the Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture and appropriate Milwaukee County staff be authorized to prepare, review, approve, execute, record and/or implement the required documents or perform actions required to grant permanent easements to WE Energies for the construction, operation and maintenance of the electric and natural gas services and related improvements in the parks listed on Exhibit A.  It is further recommended that that the County Executive and County Clerk be authorized to execute any required documents.

Prepared by: Kevin Haley, Landscape Architect, DPRC 


Recommended by:						 Approved by:


	Laura Schloesser, Chief of Administration and External Affairs
	
	John Dargle, Jr., Director




Attachment A: Easement List

copy:	County Executive Chris Abele
Raisa Koltun, Chief of Staff, County Executive’s Office
	Kelly Bablitch, Chief of Staff, County Board of Supervisors
Sup. Gerry Broderick, Chair, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee
Sup. Khalif Rainey, Vice-Chair, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee
	Daniel Laurila, Fiscal Mgt. Analyst, Admin & Fiscal Affairs/DAS
		Jessica Janz-McKnight, Research and Policy Analyst, Office of the Comptroller
		Scott Manske, Comptroller, Office of the Comptroller
Janelle Jensen, Committee Clerk, Office of the County Clerk
		Larry Stephens, WE Energies
Kurt VanDulm, WE Energies
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CHRIS ABELE, MILWAUKEE COUNTY EXECUTIVE
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ADDRESS PHONE/FAX g EMAIL WEBSITE
9480 Watertown Plank Road ph: 414 / 257 PARK (7275) parks@milwcnty.com cou ntypa rks.com
Wauwatosa, WI 53226-3560 fax: 414/ 257 6466




