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Date:

May 31, 2011
To:

Chairman Lee Holloway, Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors
From:

Sue Black, Director, Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture

Subject:
Authorization to Submit One or More 2011 Recreational Trails Program Grant Applications – ACTION
POLICY
The Director of the Milwaukee County Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture (DPRC) is respectfully seeking authorization to submit one or more 2011 Federal Recreational Trails Program (RTP) grant applications.
Background

RTP is a Federal program funded through federal gas excise taxes paid on fuel used by off-highway vehicles, and administered by the State of Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR).  The program’s purpose is to facilitate and encourage trail-related outdoor recreation.  Eligible projects include:

· Maintenance and restoration of existing trails

· Development and rehabilitation of trailside and trailhead facilities and trail linkages

· Construction of new trails

· Acquisition of easement or property for trails

Project funding priority is as follows:

1. Rehabilitation of existing trails

2. Trail maintenance

3. Trail development

4. Trail acquisition

Regional WDNR staff reviews and ranks all eligible projects in a statewide priority listing.  The highest-ranking projects will be funded to the extent that funds are available.  Successful projects may be reimbursed for up to 50% of the total costs, but there is a maximum funding limit of $45,000 per project.  This program can be used as a funding match for projects in the Stewardship Program.  Applications are due June 15, 2011, and the WDNR expects to know which projects will receive funding by the end of July 2011.

There are a number of trail reconstruction projects and development projects DPRC is considering for submittal.  A final decision will be based on such factors as the scale of the project, the availability of matching funds, and the level of need in comparison to other DPRC projects. 

Recommendation

The Parks Director respectfully recommends that appropriate staff be authorized to submit one or more 2011 Recreational Trails Program grant applications. 
Prepared by: Bill Waldron, Natural Resources Specialist
Recommended by:



Approved by:

	James Keegan, Chief of Administration and External Affairs
	
	Sue Black, Parks Director


Cc:
County Executive Chris Abele

George Aldrich, Chief of Staff, County Executive’s Office


Terrence Cooley, Chief of Staff, County Board

Supv. Gerry Broderick, Chairman, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee

Supv. Joe Sanfelippo, Vice-Chair, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee

Sarah Jankowski, Fiscal Mgt. Analyst, Admin & Fiscal Affairs/DAS

Linda Durham, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee Clerk

Glenn Bultman, Research Analyst, County Board
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