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DATE:		April 3, 2015
TO:	Marina Dimitrijevic, Chair, County Board of Supervisors 
FROM:	Brian Dranzik, Director, Department of Transportation
SUBJECT:	Milwaukee County Administration of the Federal Transit Administration Section 5310 Program within the Milwaukee Urbanized Area.  

POLICY

Milwaukee County Department of Transportation (MCDOT) is requesting authorization to apply for, accept, execute contracts, and administer Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Enhanced Mobility of Seniors and Individuals with Disabilities Program (Section 5310 Program) grant funds for awardees within the Milwaukee Urbanized Area for Federal Fiscal Year 2013 (FFY 2013) funds. 

BACKGROUND

History
In July of 2012, the current federal transportation authorization legislation Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century (MAP-21) was signed into law and combined two transit programs that were separate under the previous federal transportation authorization legislation – the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act – A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU). The former transit programs were:

· Transportation for Elderly Persons and Persons with Disabilities Program (Section 5310) which provided federal funds to help private non-profit agencies purchase vehicles and other capital items to transport seniors and people with disabilities
· New Freedom Program (Section 5317) which provided federal funds to expand transportation mobility options for persons with disabilities.

These two programs were combined under MAP-21 to create the Enhanced Mobility of Seniors and Individuals with Disabilities Program (Section 5310 Program).

These funds can be used for operating or capital assistance, and are available to private non-profits or government agencies. According to FTA requirements, at least 55 percent of the Section 5310 funding apportionment must be used for capital expenses for public transportation projects that are planned, designed, and carried out to meet the special needs of seniors and individuals with disabilities (i.e. traditional Section 5310 capital projects). 

The remaining 45 percent of the funds may be used for operating or capital expenses associated with:

· Public transportation projects that exceed the requirements of the ADA
· Public transportation projects that improve access to fixed route transit service and decrease reliance by individuals with disabilities on complementary paratransit
· Alternatives to public transportation that assist seniors and individuals with disabilities

In December of 2013, the County Board was informed (File No. 13-857) the Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission (SEWRPC) had recommended Milwaukee County as the sole designated recipient for the Section 5310 funds in the Milwaukee urbanized area that includes Ozaukee, Washington and Waukesha Counties. Milwaukee County was thereafter officially appointed as a designated recipient of Section 5310 funds by the Governor on December 9, 2013.  As the designated recipient, Milwaukee County is responsible for administering grant agreements, monitoring subrecipients applying for federal funds, and satisfying documentation and reporting requirements to the FTA.

Organizations Recommended for Award
SEWRPC is responsible for ensuring a fair distribution of Section 5310 funds to recipients and subrecipients throughout the Milwaukee urbanized area by managing a competitive process for selecting and prioritizing projects for funding. FTA mandates that organizations requesting capital and operating assistance provide a minimum of 20 percent and 50 percent match respectively. SEWRPC has reviewed and evaluated the applications of, and recommended the following organizations for award:

	Organization
	County
	Project Type
	Capital or Operating
	Federal
	Local
	Estimated Total

	Goodwill Industries of Southeastern Wisconsin
	Milwaukee
	(2) Minibus Dual Axle Gas and (2) Minivan (non-ADA)
	Capital 
	 $   110,710 
	 $      27,678 
	 $   138,388 

	Milwaukee Center for Independence 
	Milwaukee
	(4) Medium Bus Honeycomb 
	Capital 
	 $   204,736 
	 $      51,184 
	 $   255,920 

	Milwaukee Center for Independence 
	Milwaukee
	(6) Mobile Devices and Vehicle Tracking Software
	Capital 
	 $        5,600 
	 $        1,400 
	 $        7,000 

	The Threshold
	Washington
	(1) Conventional Bus
	Capital 
	 $      91,196 
	 $      22,799 
	 $   113,995 

	Community Care
	Waukesha
	(2) Minivan Side Entry
	Capital 
	 $      53,957 
	 $      13,489 
	 $      67,446 

	Interfaith Senior Programs
	Waukesha
	Mobility Management and Travel Coordination Activities
	Capital
	 $      45,021 
	 $      11,260 
	 $      56,281 

	Interfaith Senior Programs
	Waukesha
	Volunteer Driver Salaries
	Operating
	 $      44,136 
	 $      44,136 
	 $      88,272 

	Milwaukee County Transit System
	Milwaukee
	(20) M-Card Revaluing Stations
	Capital 
	 $      50,499 
	 $      12,625 
	 $      63,124 

	 

	Total
	 $   605,855 
	 $   184,571 
	 $   790,426 



FISCAL NOTE

Execution of this grant with the FTA is contingent upon approval of the attached resolution as well as a 2015 operating budget fund transfer which has also been submitted for consideration. The fund transfer has no financial impact and simply reclassifies budgeted funds for this program from the 2015 Operating Budget for Transit/Paratransit to the 2015 Operating Budget for the MCDOT Director’s Office where the program oversight and administration will take place.  



RECOMMENDATION

The Director of the Milwaukee County Department of Transportation requests authorization to apply for, accept, and execute contracts with the organizations (including the Milwaukee County award) detailed in this memorandum who are awardees of Federal Fiscal Year 2013 Section 5310 Program grant funds from the Federal Transit Administration.  Once approved, the Milwaukee County Department of Transportation will subsequently oversee the administration of the program in order to ensure that funded organizations comply with federal rules and regulations for Federal Transit Administration grant programs. 



Prepared by: 	John Rodgers, Sr. Manager Grants Compliance, Department of Transportation
James H. Martin, Director of Administration, Department of Transportation

Approved by:

_______________________________
Brian Dranzik
Director, Department of Transportation


cc: 	Chris Abele, County Executive
Raisa Koltun, Chief of Staff, County Executive
Kelly Bablitch, Chief of Staff, County Board of Supervisors
Paul Bargren, Corporation Counsel
Scott Manske, Comptroller
Steve Cady, Research Director, Office of the Comptroller
Josh Fudge, Fiscal & Budget Director, DAS - PSB
	Anthony Geiger, Fiscal and Budget Analyst, DAS-PSB




