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Date:

April 27, 2012


To:

Chairwoman Marina Dimitrijevic, County Board of Supervisors

From:

Sue Black, Director, Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture

Subject:
Authorization to Submit Great Lakes Restoration Initiative Grant Applications – ACTION
Policy 

The Director, Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture (DPRC), is seeking authorization to submit Great Lakes Restoration Initiative grant applications.

BACKGROUND

The President of the United States and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), in coordination with other federal departments and agencies, have made restoring the Great Lakes a national priority.  The Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI) builds on the prior efforts of federal, state, and local agencies; Indian tribes; businesses; public interest groups; interested citizens; and others to develop a collaborative and comprehensive approach to restoring the Great Lakes.

GLRI focuses on four (4) priority areas that include:
· Toxic Substances and other Areas of Concern. Reduce toxic substances through pollution prevention or other means in the most polluted areas in the Great Lakes.
· Invasive Species.  Institute a “zero tolerance policy” toward new invasions.
· Nearshore Health and Nonpoint Source Pollution.  Target high priority watershed area to reduce polluted runoff from urban, suburban and agricultural sources.
· Accountability, Education, Monitoring, Evaluation, Communication and Partnerships.  Focus on climate change resiliency and strategic partnerships through Lake-wide Management Plans. 

EPA is particularly interested in projects within each funding category that accomplish the following:
· Facilitate the creation of new jobs through the use of a civilian conservation corps model for achieving environmental restoration.
· Promote environmental justice by helping to address disproportionate environmental impacts on communities or engage and work with community-based organizations and other appropriate parties to address the concerns of local communities.
Successful applicants will be issued either a grant or cooperative agreement, as appropriate.  A cooperative agreement is an assistance agreement that is used when there is substantial federal involvement with the recipient during the performance of an activity or project.  EPA awards cooperative agreements for those projects in which it expects to have substantial interaction with the recipient throughout the performance of the project.

There is no cost-sharing or matching requirement as a condition of eligibility for a GLRI grant; however, applicants are encouraged to work in partnership with governmental agencies, applicable regulatory entities, community groups, businesses, stakeholders, Indian tribes, states, cities, and counties, to effectively and efficiently implement the proposed project.  Participation could be in the form of project staffing, funding, design and implementation.
Recommendation

The Parks Director respectfully recommends that the department be authorized to submit Great Lakes Restoration grant applications, and to undertake all actions and activities necessary to accept and implement Great Lakes Restoration grant awards offered to Milwaukee County.

Prepared by: Bill Waldron, Natural Resources Specialist

Recommended by:



Approved by:

	Laura Schloesser, Chief of Administration and External Affairs
	
	Sue Black, Parks Director


Cc:
County Executive Chris Abele

Amber Moreen, Chief of Staff, County Executive’s Office


Kelly Bablitch, Chief of Staff, County Board

Supv. Gerry Broderick, Chair, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee

Supv. Jason Haas, Vice-Chair, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee

Vince Masterson, Fiscal Mgt. Analyst, Admin & Fiscal Affairs/DAS

Janelle Jensen, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee Clerk

Glenn Bultman, Research Analyst, County Board

Jessica Janz-McKnight, Research Analyst, County Board
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