     	COUNTY OF MILWAUKEE
	INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION


DATE:	November 10, 2016

TO:	Supervisor Theodore Lipscomb Sr., Chairman, County Board of Supervisors

FROM:	Charles Wikenhauser, Zoo Director

[bookmark: _GoBack]SUBJECT:	Request to Create One Temporary Position of Staff Veterinarian


REQUEST

Under the rules of Ordinance 17.08, Zoo Management is requesting the temporary creation of one position of Staff Veterinarian to cover veterinary care duties while the Zoo’s veterinarians are off due to medical leaves.

BACKGROUND

Chapter 17.08 of the Ordinances allows for the creation of a temporary position for up to six months from the date an initial appointment is made.  The Zoo has a Senior Veterinarian and a Staff Veterinarian to oversee the medical management of the Zoo’s animal collection, which includes many endangered species.  Both of the Zoo’s veterinarians will be off due to medical leaves.  To maintain the Zoo’s United States Department of Agriculture Animal and Plant Health Inspection Services (USDA APHIS) license, the Zoo is required to maintain a program of veterinary care which includes the requirement for appropriate staffing and the ability to provide emergency care for the animal collection.  The accreditation body, the Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA) also requires adequate veterinary coverage.  A temporary Veterinarian can cover the duties required by the USDA APHIS and AZA.

It is unknown at this time if the temporary position will be needed for the maximum period of six months.  The cost for the entire six months is estimated at $32,620 to $38,960 dependent on which step the individual is hired at in the pay range.  Depending on the length of the appointment, the Zoo may need to submit a fund transfer requesting funds from the Zoo’s Specimen Trust Fund.  

RECOMMENDATION

It is requested that one temporary position of Staff Veterinarian be created.  



_________________________________________
Charles Wikenhauser
Zoo Director

C:	County Executive Chris Abele
			Raisa Koltun, Chief of Staff, County Executive
			


Scott Manske. Comptroller
			Supv. Jason Haas, Chair, Parks, Energy and Environmental Committee
			Supv. Marcelia Nicholson, Vice-Chair, Parks, Energy and Environmental Committee
			Supv. James Schmitt, Chair, Personnel Committee
			Supv. John Weishan Jr., Vice-Chair, Personnel Committee
			Supv. Peggy West, Chair, Finance and Audit Committee
			Supv. Sheldon Wasserman, Vice-Chair, Finance and Audit Committee
			Kelly Bablitch, Chief of Staff, County Board of Supervisors
			Steve Kreklow, Director of Performance, Strategy & Budget
			Steve Cady, Research and Policy Director, Comptroller’s Office
			Jessica Janz-McKnight, Research Analyst, Comptroller’s Office
			Allyson Smith, Parks, Energy and Environment Committee Coordinator
			Shanin Brown, Personnel Committee Coordinator
			Janelle Jensen, Finance and Audit Committee Coordinator
			Jeremy Lucas, Budget and Management Analyst
			Vera Westphal, Deputy Zoo Director (Administration and Finance)

