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Date:		May 29, 2015

To: 	Marina Dimitrijevic, Chairwoman, County Board of Supervisors

From:	John Dargle, Jr., Director, Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture

Subject:	A Request for Authority to Grant WE Energies Easements for Gas and Electric Service to DPRC Facilities – ACTION

POLICY
The Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture (DPRC) is seeking authorization to grant Wisconsin Electric Power Company (WE Energies) permanent easements to allow for the construction, operation and maintenance of electric and gas utilities on parkland to serve County Park facilities.

BACKGROUND
The DPRC utilizes electricity and natural gas services provided by WE Energies for its buildings and other park facilities.  As new park facilities are constructed or existing facilities are upgraded, the DPRC requests that WE Energies provide new electrical and natural gas services to them as well. When new services are provided, WE Energies requires that the County provide permanent easements to ensure that it has the needed access to install, operate and maintain their infrastructure within the park.

New services are installed by WE Energies and their contractors, and permission for installation work is granted through the Department’s Right-of-Entry permit process. Granting the Permanent Easements necessary for the long-term operation of the utility on DPRC’s lands requires authorization from the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors and the County Executive.  The DPRC submits each proposed Permanent Easement to the County Board for authorization on an individual basis as requests are received.

Each proposed project is thoroughly reviewed and approved by DPRC Planning, Trades, and Operations staff before construction. In the interest of reducing the amount of County Board and DPRC staff time dedicated to items that are routinely approved, the DPRC requests that the authority to grant easements for electric and gas services to Park facilities be given to the DPRC.  Any permanent requests by utilities or third parties for easements in support of services to non-DPRC structures or facilities will continue to be brought before the County Board individually for authorization.

RECOMMENDATION 
The Parks Director recommends that the Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture and appropriate Milwaukee County staff be authorized to prepare, review, approve, execute, record and/or implement the required documents or perform actions to facilitate granting permanent easements to WE Energies for gas and/or electric services to Park facilities.  It is further recommended that that the County Executive and County Clerk be authorized to execute any required documents.

Prepared by: Kevin Haley, Landscape Architect, DPRC 



Recommended by:						 Approved by:


	Laura Schloesser, Chief of Administration and External Affairs
	
	John Dargle, Jr., Director




copy:	County Executive Chris Abele
Raisa Koltun, Chief of Staff, County Executive’s Office
	Kelly Bablitch, Chief of Staff, County Board of Supervisors
Sup. Gerry Broderick, Chair, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee
Sup. Khalif Rainey, Vice-Chair, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee
	Daniel Laurila, Fiscal Mgt. Analyst, Admin & Fiscal Affairs/DAS
		Alexis Gassenhuber, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee Clerk
		Jessica Janz-McKnight, Research and Policy Analyst, Office of the Comptroller
		Scott Manske, Comptroller, Office of the Comptroller
		Larry Stephens, WE Energies
[bookmark: _GoBack]Kurt VanDulm, WE Energies
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