MILWAUKEE COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS


DATE:	March 16, 2023

AMENDMENT NO.  2 to Item #4

	Resolution File No. 	23-377
	Ordinance File No.	

COMMITTEE:	Finance

OFFERED BY SUPERVISOR(S):	 Clancy and Martinez		

ADD AND/OR DELETE AS FOLLOWS:

Amend the WHEREAS clause at or near line 54 as follows:

WHEREAS, RIP Medical Debt is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization supported by MacKenzie Scott (author and ex-wife of Amazon founder Jeff Bezos) which works to eliminate personal medical debt for those who have accrued a significant amount of medical debt (5 percent+ of their estimated household income) and are unlikely to be able to pay down their debts (household incomes in between 0 percent and 400 percent of the Federal Poverty Level); and
 
Add a WHEREAS clause at or near line 76 as follows:

WHEREAS, according to the June 9, 2021 ABC for Health, Inc. report, “Medical Debt & Collections, A Better Way Forward for Wisconsin,” over 99 percent of sampled patients sued for medical debt lacked legal representation; and

WHEREAS, according to the July 21, 2022 Chicago Tribune article, “Cook County hopes to eliminate $1 billion in residents’ medical debt. Here’s how.,” Cook County, Illinois aims to leverage $12 million over the next three years to purchase and forgive $1 billion in local medical debt, and 8,333 percent return on the local investment; now, therefore, and
Amend the BE IT RESOLVED CLAUSES beginning at or near line 83 as follows:

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors authorizes and allocates $1,613,998 of American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds to the Medical Debt Forgiveness Fund project administered by the Milwaukee County Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS); and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes DHHS to enter into a nonprofit sole source service contract with RIP Medical Debt and authorizes the expenditure of up to $1.53 $1.03 million to purchase, directly from hospitals, medical debt of Milwaukee County residents with a household income between 0 and 400 percent of the Federal Poverty Level and medical debts totaling at least 5 percent of their household income, to condition this purchase on commitments from each hospital to reduce lawsuits and credit reporting for patients and improve financial assistance and patient benefit assistance programs, and to communicate with the debtors that their medical debt has been forgiven; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes DHHS to enter into nonprofit service contracts with one or more legal services organizations and authorizes the expenditure of up to $300,000 to fund direct legal services to help Milwaukee neighbors-in-need challenge inappropriate medical debt; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes DHHS to enter into nonprofit service contracts with one or more appropriate organizations and authorizes the expenditure of up to $100,000 to fund Milwaukee consumer assistance in navigating health care financing options in order to prevent further medical debt; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes DHHS to enter into a nonprofit service contract with one or more appropriate organizations and hereby authorizes the expenditure of up to $100,000 to fund outreach and community education efforts targeted for Milwaukee neighbors and Milwaukee health care providers to prevent medical debt and promote health equity; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the aforementioned consumer assistance, outreach, and education efforts shall, within reason, be targeted to health disparity populations; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes DHHS to provide contracting, fiscal oversight and project management support for the Medical Debt Forgiveness Fund project for a total amount up to $83,988 for 2023 through 2026; and
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