File No. 12-446
(ITEM           )  From the Director, Department of Transportation, requesting authorization to accept the offer from the Wisconsin Department of Transportation (WisDOT) to acquire the needed property interests from Milwaukee County greenhouse property located at 10340 West Watertown Plank Road, Wauwatosa, as part of the Zoo Freeway Interchange Reconstruction Project, by recommending adoption of the following:
AN AMENDED RESOLUTION


WHEREAS, the Wisconsin Department of Transportation (WisDOT) has been legislatively authorized to reconstruct the Zoo Freeway Interchange by the State of Wisconsin and by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) under various state and federal statutes and codes; and

WHEREAS, Milwaukee County Board approval is needed to convey County-owned property and grant easement interests to WisDOT for the reconstruction project; and


WHEREAS, the Committee on Transportation, Public Works and Transit, at their meeting on May 9, 2012, recommended approval of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between Milwaukee County (the County) and WisDOT for the functional replacement of the County-owned greenhouse facility, and the County Board approved the MOU on May 24, 2012, by resolution File No. 12-356; and


WHEREAS, pursuant to provisions of the MOU, WisDOT shall purchase the needed property interests on the 8.156-acre greenhouse property separate and independent from the functional replacement of the greenhouse facility; and


WHEREAS, the County’s Director of the Department of Transportation has received a proposal from WisDOT to acquire the needed property interests on the greenhouse property from the County; and


WHEREAS, the proposal includes WisDOT purchasing 6.192 acres of the greenhouse property and acquiring a temporary construction easement on the 1.964 acres remaining in County ownership; and

WHEREAS, the final offer from WisDOT for the purchase of the 6.192 acres and the temporary construction easement on the 1.964 acres is $1,100,000 in which the initial offer from WisDOT was $593,000; and

WHEREAS, by the County obtaining an owner’s appraisal, paid for by WisDOT,  and by means of negotiations between WisDOT, County staff, and private legal counsel representing the County, an additional $507,000 in compensation was realized; and

WHEREAS, in 2004, the abutting County land to the north of the greenhouse property was sold to Wisconsin Lutheran College Conference (WLCC) for the development of an athletic complex; and 

WHEREAS, as part of that land sale, the County granted WLCC an option to purchase the 81.56-acre greenhouse property should the County cease the operation of the greenhouses; and
WHEREAS, since WisDOT is acquiring 6.192 acres of the greenhouse property from the County as part of the Zoo Freeway Reconstruction Project, the County shall indemnify WisDOT and its title insurer against any claim made against WisDOT by the WLCC based on the option granted to WLCC by the County; now, therefore,


BE IT RESOLVED, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors hereby accepts the $1,100,000 offer from the Wisconsin Department of Transportation (WisDOT) for the purchase of the 6.192 acres and for the temporary construction easement on the 1.964 acres; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Milwaukee County shall indemnify WisDOT and its title insurer against any claim made against WisDOT by Wisconsin Lutheran College Conference (WLCC) based on the option granted to WLCC by Milwaukee County; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Director of the Department of Transportation is authorized to sign the WisDOT offer in the amount of $1,100,000, and the County Executive and the County Clerk are authorized to execute the deed of conveyance for the 6.192 acres and the temporary construction easement for the 1.964 acres.
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