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Date:		November 20, 2015 

To:		Theodore Lipscomb, Sr., Chairman, County Board of Supervisors

From:	John Dargle, Jr., CPRP, Director, Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture

Subject:	Intergovernmental Cooperative Agreement for the Oak Creek Watershed Restoration Plan – ACTION    

POLICY
The Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture (DPRC) requests authorization to enter into an intergovernmental cooperation agreement on behalf of the County with the Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission (SEWRPC), the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District (MMSD), and the City of South Milwaukee to establish the scope, content, and schedule for a Restoration Plan for the Oak Creek Watershed. 

BACKGROUND
The Oak Creek Watershed is within Milwaukee County and includes portions of the Cities of Cudahy, Franklin, Greenfield, Milwaukee, Oak Creek, and South Milwaukee. In the Oak Creek Watershed, much of the riparian land is Milwaukee County parks (See Maps 1 & 2 in Attachment). Much, but not all, of the Oak Creek watershed is within MMSD’s jurisdiction to reduce flood damage. The reaches within MMSD’s jurisdiction are Oak Creek, main stem; Oak Creek, North Branch; and the Mitchell Field Ditch. MMSD jurisdiction ends at the border with South Milwaukee. 

The focus issues to be addressed under the plan include: 1) water quality; 2) recreational access and use; 3) habitat conditions; 4) targeted stormwater drainage and flooding issues; and 5) the status of the Mill Pond and the associated dam and their relationship to the issues above. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Joint action of the County, SEWRPC, MMSD, and the City of South Milwaukee is necessary to ensure efficiency and comprehensiveness of the Oak Creek Watershed Restoration Plan (Attachment). The term of this agreement is approximately two and a half years. The cost estimate of County’s portion of this agreement is $18,950 of the total cost of the project.   



RECOMMENDATION
The Parks Director recommends that the DPRC be authorized to enter into an intergovernmental cooperation agreement with the Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission, the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District, and the City of South Milwaukee to establish the scope, content, and schedule for a Restoration Plan for the Oak Creek Watershed.  


Prepared by: Megan Haeger, Contracts and Project Manager 


Recommended by:						Approved by:


	Laura Schloesser, Chief of Administration and External Affairs
	
	John Dargle, Jr., CPRP, Director



Attachment: Draft Intergovernmental Cooperative Agreement 

copy:	County Executive Chris Abele
Raisa Koltun, Chief of Staff, County Executive’s Office
Kelly Bablitch, Chief of Staff, County Board 
Sup. Gerry Broderick, Chairman, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee
Sup.  Khalif Rainey, Vice-Chair, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee
Sup. Pat Jursik, District 8, County Board 
	Stevan M. Keith, Sustainability & Environmental Engineer, A&E 
	Jeremy Lucas, Fiscal Mgt. Analyst, Admin & Fiscal Affairs/DAS
Scott Manske, Comptroller, Office of the Comptroller
Jessica Janz-McKnight, Research and Policy Analyst, Office of the Comptroller
Allyson Smith, Committee Coordinator, Office of the County Clerk
	Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission 
	Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District 
	City of South Milwaukee 
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