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Since retiring in early 2000 from a 33-year career as a newspaper reporter, I have operated my own freelance writing business and served on a number of local agency boards and committees working to improve conditions in the Milwaukee area. My work has given me a unique opportunity to interview a wide range of people, write about their lives and report on how their actions matched their responsibilities.

At the present time I serve on: 

The board of Renaissance Theaterworks,

The advisory board of the Neighborhood News Service created by the Zilber Initiative in collaboration with the School of Journalism at Marquette University, to cover Central City issues. 

I’m in my second year as a judge for the MANDI awards, given annually by the Local Initiatives Support Corporation (LISC) to recognize outstanding work done to rebuild and strengthen Milwaukee neighborhoods. 

I’m also on the committee developing a new event the Alzheimer’s Association is hosting in June to honor its Memories in the Making program. Artists working in the program use art as a way to help people with dementia express their ideas and creativity, even though their speech and thought-process may be garbled.


I am a member of Professional Dimensions, a group of more than 400 Milwaukee area business women, and have served on its board, edited its newsletter, led one of its charitable projects that raised $150,000 for The Milwaukee Women’s Center, and have just completed four years on the board of a second charitable project, The Dominican Center for Women.  I have also served on PD’s Charitable Fund Board that selects and oversees the projects the organization supports.

For the last 11 years, I have operated a free lance writing business, and have written newsletters on physical and mental health issues for several local hospitals, social service agencies, Northwestern Mutual and the Growth Design Corporation. In addition, I served on the founding board and wrote the newsletter for the Center on Age and Community, now part of the School of Social Welfare at the University of Wisconsin Milwaukee. I also served on the founding board of the Milwaukee Aging Consortium and helped launch Connecting Caring Communities, a countywide program that helps neighborhoods find ways to improve services for seniors.

My work with agencies serving Milwaukee’s older population dates back to my days as a reporter for The Milwaukee Journal and its successor the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel. 

I began my career covering suburban government; then in 1978 took over managing a section that focused on city news. For the next 20 years, I covered Milwaukee’s City Hall, focusing first on the urban renewal of Milwaukee’s Central City. My coverage shifted in the mid-1980s and ‘90s to the redevelopment of Milwaukee’s Downtown as the Department of City Development worked with developers to open the Grand Avenue mall and turn it into a catalyst for a major Downtown renaissance. 

In the late 1990s, I developed the specialty of writing about people who are aging or living with disabilities. The coverage was new to the paper, and became popular with readers. In 1995, Milwaukee County presented me with its first “Spirit of Aging” award for improving the public’s awareness of aging issues. I also won awards from such groups as the Coalition of Wisconsin Aging Groups, The Wisconsin Alzheimer’s Advisory Group and the County’s Mental Health Association.   

In 2007, the Milwaukee Press Club paid me the honor I value the most by inducting me into its Media Hall of Fame.

I hold a Bachelor of Arts degree in Journalism from the University of Wisconsin in Madison where I edited the school’s yearbook and wrote for its Alumni Magazine.

Over the years, I have developed skills as a researcher, interviewer and writer who can draw out other people so they feel at ease telling me their life stories. I have had the good fortune to know people from every walk of life from the most humble and impoverished to the wealthiest and most powerful. I understand how government works, having reported on virtually every level from judges to janitors. 

In addition, I have lived in Milwaukee County virtually all my life, spending my girlhood in Wauwatosa where I attended public schools. I have owned my house in Whitefish Bay for the last 40 years. My three children are now adults and raising families of their own.  So I now have the time to commit to a post as challenging as serving on the Milwaukee County Personnel Review Board.

My years as a reporter and freelance writer have helped me hone skills I think could be very valuable to this board. I’ve learned to remain neutral and not make judgments about people. I certainly know the importance of listening closely to what is being said. But my work has also required me to know where to do research so that I am prepared to ask the right questions. I also know how to pull information together quickly. And I definitely know the importance of maintaining confidentiality.  I thank you for considering me for this position.

