	
	
	



By Supervisors Martinez, Gómez-Tom and Eckblad			File No. 25-780
					

A RESOLUTION/ORDINANCE

Amending Section 63.065 of the Milwaukee County Code of General Ordinances to exempt chalk from the types of media defined as “graffiti”


WHEREAS, Chapter 63 of the Milwaukee County General Ordinances (MCGO) defines various forms of disorderly conduct and prescribes penalties for conduct that provokes public disturbance; and

WHEREAS, Section 63.065 of the MCGO specifically prohibits graffiti in or on county parks and parkways and in or on Milwaukee County transit system buses, structures, and buildings; and

WHEREAS, graffiti typically involves the use of permanent or semi-permanent materials such as spray paint or markers, resulting in defacement or damage to the property; and

WHEREAS, chalk is a temporary medium that naturally fades or washes away easily with water, and does not cause lasting alteration or damage to surfaces; and 

	WHEREAS, chalk is frequently used for expressive, non-destructive activities such as public art, games and community messaging; and

WHEREAS, Milwaukee County affirms its commitment to protecting freedom of expression while maintaining respect for public and private property; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors hereby amends Section 63.065 of the Milwaukee County Code of General Ordinances by adopting the following:


AN ORDINANCE

The Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors does ordain as follows:

Section 1. Section 63.065 of the Milwaukee County Ordinances is amended as follows:

63.065. – Graffiti and other vandalism in or on county parks and parkways and in or on Milwaukee County transit system buses, structures, and buildings.

(1) Definitions. In this section:
(a.) “Graffiti” means any inscription, word, figure, or design marked, scratched, etched, drawn, or painted with spray paint, liquid paint, ink, chalk, die, or other similar substances on buildings, fences, structures, motor vehicles, and similar places without the express permission of the county.

(b.) "Spray paint" means any container, regardless of the material from which it is made, which is made or adapted for the purposes of spraying paint.

(c.) "Wide-tipped markers" means any indelible marker or similar implement with a tip which, at its broadest width, is one-fourth (¼) inch or greater.

(2) Sheriff's graffiti damage reward fund. The sheriff shall provide rewards to individuals for information leading to the arrest and conviction of individuals responsible for graffiti and any other criminal vandalism on any county property, including but not limited to, county parks and parkways or property under the management of the county transit system, including buses, structures, and buildings.

Section 2.  The provisions of this ordinance shall be effective after passage and publication.
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