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I request that this matter be referred to the Committee on Judiciary, Safety and General Services to be placed on the agenda for its next meeting to approve the payment of $2,200 to Christine Johnson, to settle in full her claim against Milwaukee County.

On the afternoon of February 12, 2012, Christine Johnson was stopped at a red light to proceed down the ramp on West Capitol Drive and Highway 45.  Ms. Johnson’s vehicle was struck from behind by the front plow of a Milwaukee County snowplow.  The plow truck was traveling in the far right lane of the on ramp when he approached Ms. Johnson’s vehicle sitting at the red light.  The driver of the plow stated that the light turned green, then red again.  He moved forward when the light turned green anticipating that the claimant was going to go.  The Milwaukee County Sheriff’s Office completed the accident report.  Neither driver was cited.  However, it is clearly noted that the plow operator rear-ended Ms. Johnson’s vehicle.      

Ms. Johnson’s vehicle was a 1996 Saturn S Series 4 cylinder Coupe.  The claimant submitted an estimate in the amount of $2,979.95.  With the age of the vehicle along with the estimated damages, Milwaukee County’s insurance company believed an appraisal was necessary.  Crawford & Company completed an appraisal on the vehicle.  The vehicle was a total loss of $2,305.00.  Ms. Johnson was not injured during the crash and there is no bodily injury claim at this time.  

The damage to Ms. Johnson’s vehicle was extensive.  In discussions between the county adjustor and Ms. Johnson, an agreement was reached in the amount of $2,200 and Ms. Johnson chose to keep the vehicle.  The adjustor and the county’s insurer recommend the payment of that amount to Ms. Johnson to settle this property damage claim.  Corporation Counsel has reviewed this matter and supports the recommendations to pay Ms. Johnson $2,200.00 to settle all claims rising out of this motor vehicle accident.

Thank you.
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