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October 13, 2015

John Dargle, Parks Director
Milwaukee County Parks Department
9480 Watertown Plank Road
Wauwatosa, Wl 53226

Dear John —

As requested, | am writing to you on behalf of the Friends of
Boerner Botanical Gardens, Inc. (FBBG) as it relates to the
development of a new MOU between Milwaukee County and
FBBG.

This letter specifically addresses Point 4 of the County's June 2015
Operations Audit of Boerner, which states the recommendation that
the County “request payment of past amounts owed by FBBG".

As discussed directly with you and members of your team by FBBG
Board Members in meetings on August 19 and September 28,
FBBG has, since our inception in 1984, invested steadily and
heavily in the Gardens — a County owned venue.

On September 28 we shared a spreadsheet with you which
enumerates highlights of our expenses in support of Boerner just
since 2007. Total of the highlights listed: $1,701,660. (/ have re-
attached the spread sheet here.)

This total does not include the more than $8,000,000 that was
raised by FBBG from 1998 > 2003 for the design and construction
of the Education and Visitor Center...a County owned property,
paid for largely by FBBG, a self-funded, private, non-profit
organization.

All of our work in support of Boerner and, the expenses to do so
(including the operation of the venue gift shop which has long
operated at a loss due to low venue traffic), are raised and borne by
FBBG alone. (Reference our 990s and annual audits.)

Therefore, as we have discussed in our meetings with you, our
Board of Directors and our donors believe that no fees are owed.

9400 Boerner Drive ® Suite | @ Hales Corners, WI 53130
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