By Supervisor Dimitrijevic








A RESOLUTION/ORDINANCE

Amending Chapter 1 of the Milwaukee County Code of General Ordinances, affirming the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors as the principal policymaking body for Milwaukee County Government.


WHEREAS, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors is a body of 18 legislative representatives each representing approximately 53,000 residents and are elected to four-year terms on a nonpartisan ballot in the spring of a presidential election year; and

WHEREAS, the County Board’s regular business is conducted through public standing committee and full Board meetings where they consider, vote, direct and determine Milwaukee County’s policies; and

WHEREAS, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors, has authority granted per State statute to determine County policy by adopting resolutions, as well as ordinances that become law; and

WHEREAS, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors are charged with the responsibility of adopting Milwaukee County’s annual budget; and

WHEREAS, in order to adopt the annual budget, County elected and non-elected department heads and officials submit their respective departments’ requested budgets for the Administration to review and craft its recommended budget for presentation to the County Board; and

WHEREAS, the City of Milwaukee adopted Municipal Code 350-211 that prohibits unwarranted political activity by the heads of departments, bureaus, boards and commissions or any other member of their respective departments, bureaus, boards or commissions, in their official capacities, from recommending any changes or amendments of the laws of the State of Wisconsin to State policymakers without obtaining the approval of the common council; and  

WHEREAS; penalty for willfully violating this code by any officer or employee is considered a cause for discharge, suspension or demotion subject to the law and rules regulating such actions; and

WHEREAS, Ch. 1, Sec. 1.26 of the General Ordinances of Milwaukee County, it is the responsibility of the Milwaukee County Executive to see that all resolutions and ordinances adopted by the County Board are properly carried out and to inform the County Board should the officer, board or commission directed to perform a duty or make a report fail to do so within a reasonable period of time; and

WHEREAS, as the policymaking body for Milwaukee County government, the County Board of Supervisors supports the adoption of the City of Milwaukee policy that limits political activity to issues that have been reviewed and approved by the policymaking body; now, therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors affirms itself as the primary and principal policymaking body for Milwaukee County Government by the powers granted to it by Wisconsin State Statutes and the Milwaukee County Code of General Ordinances; and

BE IT FURTHERED RESOLVED, that the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors hereby amends Chapter 1.25 of the Milwaukee County Code of General Ordinances by adopting the following:

AN ORDINANCE

The Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors ordains as follows:

Section 1.  Chapter 1 of the Milwaukee County Ordinances are amended as follows:

1.25. - Directives of the county board; how enforced. 

(1)County clerk; responsibilities. Whenever the county board adopts a resolution or ordinance which directs any county officer, board or commission to perform a certain act or to make a report, it shall be the responsibility of the county clerk, to transmit a copy of the resolution or ordinance which was adopted to the county officer, board or commission and the county executive. 

(2)County executive; responsibilities. It shall be the responsibility of the county executive to see that all resolutions or ordinances adopted by the county board are properly carried out and to inform the county board should the officer, department head or board or commission directed to perform a duty or make a report fail to do so within a reasonable period of time. 

(3)Departments; responsibilities. County officers, department heads or boards or commissions shall from time to time report to the county executive and county board the steps that have been taken in carrying out any directive and shall also submit to him/her or the appropriate standing committee a copy of their final report on the action taken.

(4) Political Activity Prohibited. The heads of county departments, bureaus, boards and commissions or any other member of their respective departments, bureaus, boards and commissions, in their official capacities, are prohibited from recommending any changes or amendments of the laws of the State of Wisconsin to the legislature of the State of Wisconsin, or to any committee of the legislature, or to any member of the State legislature of the State of Wisconsin without first submitting to the County Board any changes or amendments of the laws of the State of Wisconsin and obtaining the approval of and a directive from said County Board.

(4) Penalty.  Penalty for willfully violating this code by any officer, department head or employee is considered a cause for discharge, suspension or demotion.
