By Supervisor Alexander
File No. 16-515


A RESOLUTION/ORDINANCE
Amending Section 1.24(4)(a) of the Milwaukee County Code of General Ordinances, requiring that during the Committee on Finance and Audit budget hearing process, amendments to the County Executive’s Recommended Budget shall be noticed and published by 6 p.m. the day before the Committee intends to take action on the amendment

WHEREAS, the Milwaukee County budget process spans from June to November with opportunity for departments, the County Executive, the County Board of Supervisors, and the public to provide input into County services; and


WHEREAS, one of the prime opportunities for public input into the budget is during the meetings of the Committee on Finance and Audit when the County Supervisors can amend the County Executive’s Recommended Budget; and


WHEREAS, the current amendment process allows amendments to be scheduled the day they will be heard without any notice to the public of the specific details of the amendment; and


WHEREAS, the short amount of notice is detrimental to transparent government and does not allow for comment from the public or County departments, hindering open discussions and informed decision making; and


WHEREAS, Milwaukee County’s commitment to an open process is codified in Chapter 56.27 of the Milwaukee County Code of General Ordinances (the Code), which states that the purpose of posting notices and agendas is to set up a procedure “whereby the public will be kept as well informed as possible concerning the affairs of county government”; and 


WHEREAS, to uphold the policy and purpose codified in the Code it is necessary to notify the public in a timely manner of proposed amendments; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, that it is the policy of Milwaukee County to ensure citizens an open and accessible budget process; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors hereby amends Chapter 1.24(4)(a) of the Milwaukee County Code of General Ordinances by adopting the following:  

AN ORDINANCE

The Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors ordains the following: 

Section 1. Chapter 1.24(4)(a) of the Milwaukee County Code of General Ordinances is hereby amended as follows:
1.24. - Budgetary procedure.
· Share Link
· Print
· Download (docx)
· Email
· Compare
(4)
Supervisor amendments. 

(a)
  Supervisors are encouraged to participate in the hearing process as early as possible. Early submission of supervisor amendments allow for public comment and debate and provide departments time to review and react to amendments, thus resulting in more informed decision making. In order for supervisor amendments to be considered by the committee, they must be submitted during the period when hearings are being conducted. During the hearing process, amendments must be publicly noticed, scheduled, and published by the County Clerk by 6 p.m. the day before the committee on finance and audit intends to take action on the amendments. Substitutes or revisions to amendments are allowed the day the amendment is heard as long as the changes reasonably relate to the initial purpose of the amendment. Reasonableness shall be decided by the Chair of the committee on finance and audit and, if necessary, in consultation with corporation counsel. Supervisor amendments submitted after committee hearings are concluded shall require suspension of the rules. Amendments considered by the committee, but not approved, shall be forwarded to the full county board for its consideration without requiring suspension of the rules unless the sponsoring supervisor(s) request that said amendments not be forwarded. 
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