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File No. 24-939

From the Economic Development Director, Department of Administrative Services,
outlining the key changes to Wisconsin Statutes Chapter 75 and their impact on county
procedures for handling tax-foreclosed properties, by recommending adoption of the
following:

A RESOLUTION/ORDINANCE

WHEREAS, Chapter 6 of the Milwaukee County Code of General Ordinances
(the Code) describes Milwaukee County’s (the County) processes for collection of
delinquent real estate taxes, as well as the acquisition, management, and disposition of
tax-foreclosed properties; and

WHEREAS, 2013 State of Wisconsin (the State) Act 14 and 2015 State Act 55
transferred the authority under Section 59.52(6), State Statutes, including the authority
to “take and hold land acquired under ch. 75,” except insofar as that authority applies to
land zoned as a park on or after July 14, 2015, other than land zoned as a park in the
City of Milwaukee that is located within the area west of Lincoln Memorial Drive, south
of East Michigan Street, east of North Van Buren Street, and north of East Clybourn
Avenue, from the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors (County Board) to the County
Executive; and

WHEREAS, 2023 State Act 207 made several changes to Chapter 75, State
Statutes, including amending Section 75.35(3), State Statutes, to require the County
Board to pass an ordinance giving former owners the right to repurchase property the
County acquired through enforcement of the collection of delinquent taxes by tax deed,
foreclosure of tax certificate, deed in lieu of tax deed, action in rem under
Section 75.521, State Statutes, or other means under certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, the Committee on Community, Environment, and Economic
Development, at its meeting of December 9, 2024, recommended adoption of
File No. 24-939 (vote 5-0); now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors hereby supports
the Milwaukee County Code of General Ordinances (the Code) both reflecting the
correct state of the law and complying with Wisconsin State Statutes, and amends
Chapter 6 of the Code, by adopting the following:

AN ORDINANCE

The Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors of the County of Milwaukee does ordain as
follows:
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SECTION 6. Section 6.01 of the Milwaukee County General Ordinances is hereby
amended as follows:

6.01. - Foreclosure of tax lien by action in rem.

From and after March 1, 1963, the county elects to adopt s. 75.521, Wis. Stats. for
the purpose of enforcing tax liens in such county in the cases where the procedure
provided by such section is applicable. Where applicable, this method shall be used in
preference to obtaining real estate by a guardianship deed, old age assistance lien or
where, in the opinion of the corporation counsel, it is more effective for obtaining
merchantable title.

foreclosed-upon-bytaxlien-action-inrem: As required by Wis. Stat. §
75.35(3) the former owner who lost their title through delinquent tax
collection enforcement procedures, or their beneficiaries, as defined in
Wis. Stat. § 85103, or heirs, as defined in Wis. Stat. § 851.09 shall have
the right to purchase such lands as laid out in AMOP 10.01 — Land
Disposition Procedure.
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SECTION 2. The provisions of this Ordinance shall become effective upon passage and
publication.
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