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Wasserman, Vincent, Rolland, Roundtree Jr., 
Bielinski, Capriolo, and Alexander		                  				



A RESOLUTION

Requesting the Wisconsin Legislative Audit Bureau to audit the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District and its contractor Veolia Water Milwaukee, LLC to ensure clean water for Milwaukee County


WHEREAS, access to clean drinking water is necessary for human survival, and in Milwaukee County this requires maintaining low pollution levels in Lake Michigan; and

WHEREAS, the County’s wastewater management is overseen by the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District (MMSD), but the day-to-day operation and maintenance of the facilities is done by its contractor Veolia Water Milwaukee, LLC; and 

WHEREAS, in 2025 and 2026 there were multiple high precipitation events that strained water infrastructure, and caused flooding throughout Milwaukee County and surrounding areas; and 

WHEREAS, wastewater management facilities mitigate the potential negative impacts of high precipitation events; and

WHEREAS, concerns have been raised about the performance of MMSD’s wastewater management facilities and Veolia’s operations regarding increased pollution, poor feedback processes, and lack of preventative maintenance; and 

WHEREAS, these reported performance issues may increase the risk of pollution events and undermine public confidence in wastewater management; and

WHEREAS, an independent assessment is necessary to determine whether current operational practices meet public health, environmental, and contractual standards and industry best practices; and

	WHEREAS, the Wisconsin State Legislative Audit Bureau supports the Legislature in its oversight of Wisconsin government and its promotion of efficient and effective state operations by providing nonpartisan, independent, accurate, and timely audits; and 

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of Milwaukee County residents to ensure that wastewater operations are conducted safely, transparently, and in compliance with state and local requirements; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors requests that the Wisconsin State Legislative Audit Bureau conducts an audit of the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewage District and its contractor Veolia Water Milwaukee, LLC, including, but not limited to, the following: 

• Evaluation of preventative maintenance practices, including the adequacy and accuracy of maintenance documentation

• Review of current contracted pollution‑control standards, comparison with public health recommendations, and assessment of any changes to those standards over the contract term

• Identification of any violations of contract requirements or pollution‑control standards

• Assessment of modifications to wastewater‑processing operations during the current contract period and any associated environmental or public‑health impacts

• Examination of oversight mechanisms within both MMSD and Veolia to ensure compliance with performance expectations, including pollution‑control standards and overall operational performance

; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Office of Government Affairs is requested to provide a copy of this resolution to the Wisconsin Legislative Audit Bureau.
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