Supervisor Jason Haas, Chairperson,
From the Committee on Intergovernmental Relations, reporting on:

File No. 13-953
(ITEM          )  A resolution by Supervisors Romo West and Lipscomb, Sr., supporting legislative efforts to fund and expand the Treatment, Alternative and Diversion (TAD) grant program, by recommending adoption of the following:
A RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Treatment, Alternative and Diversion (TAD) grant program enables counties to establish treatment programs that provide alternatives to prosecution and incarceration for offenders who abuse alcohol or other drugs; and
WHEREAS, judges, prosecutors, human service professionals, law enforcement, corrections officials, and others work together to develop and implement local TAD projects; and

WHEREAS, each county has the flexibility to decide what type of projects it will undertake and which offenders will be targeted, and all TAD projects assess offenders' criminal risk, determine their treatment needs, and then continually measure the offenders' progress; and
WHEREAS, Milwaukee County is one of nine counties currently operating TAD projects, and Milwaukee County utilizes the diversion/deferred prosecution project; and
WHEREAS, TAD programs are proven to save money in future incarceration costs and reduce crime; and
WHEREAS, a study found that 76% of TAD participants had not been convicted of a new offense within one year of completing the programs; and
WHEREAS, funding was increased in the 2013-2015 Budget by $1 million annually for TAD projects statewide; now, therefore,
BE IT RESOLVED, Milwaukee County supports State legislative efforts to improve and expand the Treatment, Alternative and Diversion (TAD) program; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Milwaukee County supports legislative efforts to fund TAD projects throughout the entire criminal justice system, increase flexibility in targeting offenders, and increase intervention outcomes through a Criminal Justice Coordinating Council utilizing evidence based practice and cost-benefit analysis.
