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COUNTY OF MILWAUKEE
Inter-Office Communication


DATE:		July 22, 2014

TO:		Marina Dimitrijevic, Chairwoman, Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors

FROM:	Teig Whaley-Smith, Director, DAS-Economic Development

SUBJECT:	Requesting authorization for the Department of Administrative Services – Economic Development to accept a Green Infrastructure Partnership Program grant not to exceed $99,400 from the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District for the creation of an urban orchard at 4000 S. 6th Street, Milwaukee, WI; to encumber the land with a 10-year conservation easement; and to enter into a Development Agreement with the Energy Exchange Inc., which currently leases the land, for the construction and long-term maintenance of the orchard.

Issue
[bookmark: _GoBack]Acceptance of grant funding from the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District for the creation of an urban orchard at 4000 S. 6th Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

Background
The Energy Exchange Inc., a not-for-profit organization currently leases County-owned land along S. 6th Street for the purpose of establishing community gardens.  The portion of land under the control of the Energy Exchange Inc., lies just south of UW-Extension’s gardens and is located at 4000 S. 6th Street.  

The mission of the Energy Exchange Inc. is “to engage and educate the community on how to be better stewards of our natural resources through sustainable practices.”  To further this mission, Energy Exchange Inc. desires to utilize its leased land to create an urban orchard.  The orchard would not only beautify this stretch of S. 6th Street, but provide local resident access to healthy food, information on sustainable practices and capture stormwater of approximately 99,725 gallons per rain event to help alleviate flooding concerns.

The Energy Exchange Inc. applied for a Green Infrastructure Partnership Program grant from the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District (“MMSD”) in March 2014.  However, because Milwaukee County owns the land on which the project is to be located, only the County is able to receive funding under the program.  MMSD has approved funding for the urban orchard project proposed by Energy Exchange Inc., per File No. 14-064-6, provided the County is the recipient of the grant monies.  Total project costs are to be $338,819 with $99,400 funded by MMSD on a reimbursement basis.

To ensure the urban orchard project is completed in accordance with its submitted grant application, County will need to enter into a development agreement with Energy Exchange Inc.  Prior to August 31, 2014, Energy Exchange Inc. will provide County satisfactory proof that all grant requirements will be met, including but not limited to, SWMBE/DBE hiring goals, evidence of in-kind match donations, a detailed project budget and timeline, and provision of a 10-year maintenance plan.

Upon satisfaction of the above conditions and an executed development agreement, County will be required to sign a contract with MMSD to accept the Green Infrastructure Partnership Program.  In addition, MMSD requires a 10-year conservation easement to be recorded against the property to ensure that the green infrastructure improvements funded by the program are maintained in good repair.  Simon Landscaping Company, Inc. has pledged to donate up to $20,000 of maintenance over then 10-year easement period to Energy Exchange Inc.  

Recommendation
It is recommended that the County Board of Supervisors authorize DAS-Economic Development to accept the Green Infrastructure Partnership Program grant in an amount not to exceed $99,400 to assist in the creation of an urban orchard at 4000 S. 6th Street, Milwaukee, WI; to encumber the land with a 10-year conservation easement; and enter into a development agreement with the Energy Exchange Inc., the current lessee, for the construction and long-term maintenance of the orchard.




_____________________________
Teig Whaley-Smith
Economic Development Director, Department of Administrative Services

Exhibit A: Map and Site Plan
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