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A RESOLUTION

 Providing resources to the Milwaukee County Transit System (MCTS) to supplement social media campaigns informing County residents on transit options to polling locations, and to ensure adequate bus service for voters on Election Day via providing safe and efficient transportation through the allocation of $28,000 from Org. Unit 1940-1945 Appropriation for Contingencies to Org. Unit 5600-5683


	WHEREAS, inscribed on the eastern façade of the Milwaukee County Courthouse are words, “Vox populi vox Dei”, Latin for “The voice of the people is the voice of God” and the people express their voices through the electoral process; and

	WHEREAS, Founding Father Thomas Paine once wrote, “The right of voting for representatives is the primary right by which other rights are protected”; and 

WHEREAS, the number of presidential election voters in Milwaukee County from the 2012 to 2016 General Elections declined by nearly 60,000; and in 2016, Dane and Waukesha Counties had voter turnouts of 75 percent and 80 percent, respectively, while Milwaukee County only had 61 percent; and

	WHEREAS the Milwaukee County Transit System (MCTS) is a primary means of transportation for those who do not drive and can be used to access numerous polling locations across the County and MCTS can remind eligible electors to perform a civic duty essential for a democratic society; and

	WHEREAS, due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, MCTS has installed single-use mask dispensers on the bus fleet to facilitate Administrative Order 20-14-V2 which requires, among other things, that all persons riding MCTS buses wear facemasks (File No. 20-528); and

	WHEREAS, MCTS buses have a 15-passenger limit which could discourage would-be voters from fulfilling their civic duty and working counter to the spirit of having an engaged electorate which is a sign of a healthy democratic society; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, Milwaukee County hereby supports and encourages all eligible electors to vote on Election Day on November 3, 2020; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes and directs the Office of the Comptroller and the Department of Administrative Services – Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget (DAS-PSB) to process an administrative transfer of $28,000 from Org. Unit 1940-1945 Appropriation for Contingencies to Org. Unit 5600-5683 Milwaukee County Transit System (MCTS) to fulfill the following objectives and cover their approximate costs:

· $3,000 to update the bus fleet with destination signs encouraging voter participation

· $10,000 for a targeted social media advertising campaign related to educate residents on bus access to polling places to vote

· $15,000 to ensure adequate route coverage so there are sufficient operators that riders will not be left behind due to the 15-passenger limit necessary due to the COVID-19 Pandemic. 
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