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County of Milwaukee
Inter-Office Communication
DATE:
May 18, 2015
TO:

Marina Dimitrijevic, Chairwoman, Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors
FROM:
Greg High, Director, AE&ES Section, DAS-FM
SUBJECT:
Adoption of a Watershed Restoration Plan for the Root River

Action Item

POLICY
The Department of Administrative Services Director is requesting adoption of the watershed restoration plan for the Root River, prepared by the Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission (SEWRPC) in 2014, by the County Board of Supervisors.
BACKGROUND
The Root River is one of five major rivers located within Milwaukee County.  The majority of the river watershed is located in Racine County, but a significant portion is located in southwestern Milwaukee County, and upper reaches of the river run through Milwaukee County parkways.
The Root River is on Wisconsin’s list of impaired waterbodies (i.e., the 303(d) list).  Segments of the river suffer from poor water quality, erosion, loss of habitat, problems with access for recreation, and growth of invasive species, all of which have reduced its potential value to the community.  In response to growing concerns about these impairments, Racine County, the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District (MMSD), and the Southeastern Wisconsin Watersheds Trust contracted the services of SEWRPC to develop a comprehensive plan for restoration of the watershed.  

The process of developing the plan began in 2011, was completed in 2014, and included an extensive public outreach effort.  A 22-member advisory panel was created that included Milwaukee County’s Natural Areas Coordinator and County Land Conservationist.  The final plan provides a detailed accounting of the current conditions, use, impairments, and recommendations for improvements to the watershed.  A copy of the plan “A Watershed Restoration Plan for the Root River Watershed”, SEWRPC Community Assistance Planning Report No. 316, can be accessed at http://www.sewrpc.org/SEWRPC/Environment/Root-River-Watershed-Restoration-Plan.htm.
The plan serves as a guide to attaining improvements in water quality, habitat, and recreational use and access in the Root River watershed.  The plan has been certified by the US EPA as consistent with the US EPA’s nine elements of a watershed plan, and is also consistent with the goals of Milwaukee County’s Land & Water Resource Management Plan.  The plan has been adopted by Racine County, the Village of Mount Pleasant, and the MMSD.  
RECOMMENDATION
The Department of Administrative Services Director recommends adoption of the watershed restoration plan by the Milwaukee County Board.  Adoption will signal Milwaukee County’s agreement with recommendations of the plan and support for future efforts to improve the watershed.
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