Supervisor James Schmitt Chairman

From the Committee on Intergovernmental Relations reporting on:

File No. RES 11-488

(ITEM     )  A resolution by Supervisor Harris, Biddle, Dimitrijevic, Haas, Broderick and DeBruin, requesting that the State of Wisconsin waive the fee to obtain a birth certificate for individuals that need it to obtain a photo identification to vote, by recommending adoption of the following:
A RESOLUTION


WHEREAS, 2011 Wisconsin Act 23 makes changes to election laws relating to requiring certain identification in order to vote at a polling place or by absentee ballot, amongst other changes; and
WHEREAS, Act 23, commonly known as “Voter ID” legislation, allows an elector to obtain a free identification card from the State Department of Transportation (“DOT”) if the applicant is eligible to obtain an identification card and the elector requests that the card be provided without charge for purposes of voting; and 
WHEREAS, in order to obtain an identification card, individuals may need to secure a copy of a vital record, such as a birth certificate from the County Register of Deeds Office; and
WHEREAS, by state statute, the Register of Deeds must charge $20 for the first copy ($3 for additional copies of the same record) of a certified birth certificate; and
WHEREAS, the $20 in revenue for a birth certificate is apportioned as follows: $7 to the State Children’s Trust Fund, $8 to State Vital Records revenue and $5 remains as general revenue within the Register of Deeds office; and

WHEREAS, the Register of Deeds provided 29,130 certified first copy birth certificates in 2010; and
WHEREAS, the State of Wisconsin should also allow individuals who first need to obtain a birth certificate in order to get a free photo identification to vote to obtain one at no cost; now, therefore,
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors hereby urges the Wisconsin State legislature and Governor to waive the statutorily required fees for individuals to obtain a birth certificate in order to secure a photo identification to vote; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Director of Intergovernmental Relations is authorized and directed to communicate this resolution to the Milwaukee County legislative delegation, appropriate legislative leaders and the Governor. 
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