Supervisor Gerry P. Broderick, Chairperson,

From the Committee on Parks, Energy and Environment, reporting on:

File No. 12-134
(ITEM     ) A resolution by Supervisors Schmitt, DeBruin, Broderick, Haas, Weishan, Dimitrijevic, Biddle and Jursik, opposing the proposed construction of an electric transmission line along Underwood Creek Parkway (Route B), to the Milwaukee County Grounds to connect to the Power Plant at 93rd Street and Watertown Plank Road, as part of the Western Milwaukee County Electric Reliability Project proposed by We Energies and the American Transmission Company (ATC), by recommending adoption of the following:

AN AMENDED RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, ATC has stated their preference to build overhead transmission lines versus underground lines due to cost, and prefers construction of an overhead electric transmission line either completely along Underwood Parkway (Route B) from the County Grounds to 120th Street (Route B) or potentially routing a portion of this line between 120th and 115th streets through a County owned natural area (north of Underwood Creek and the railroad) containing a natural section of Underwood Creek, and functional floodplain and wetland system; and


WHEREAS, for its entire route west of Mayfair Road, Route B runs through over a mile of primary environmental corridor that was identified for preservation by the Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission (SEWPRC) in its report entitled, Natural Areas and Critical Species Habitat Protection and Management Plan for the Southeastern Wisconsin Region (Plan 44, December 2010 Amendment), and construction of Route B would impact the continuity and habitat value for wildlife of this primary environmental corridor; and

WHEREAS, construction of Route B would impact the aesthetic beauty and recreational quality of the award winning Milwaukee County Parkway system, developed by Charles B. Whitnall in the 1920s to protect the rivers that traverse Milwaukee County, while integrating green space and individual parks with an expanse of parkways; and

WHEREAS, construction of Route B would impact the overall recreational experience along the 108-mile Oak Leaf Trail, which encircles Milwaukee County connecting woodland parks, nature reserves, and wildlife corridors along the lakefront and area rivers; and
WHEREAS, construction of the proposed sub-route between 120th Street and 115th Street could require removal of an approximately 80 foot swath of wetland forest (or 40 feet on each side of the transmission line), which would damage the functionality and value of the wetland and adjacent floodplain, as well as potentially increase flood stage of Underwood Creek; and


WHEREAS, Route B would impact the recently restored portion of Underwood Creek just east of Mayfair Road and potentially preclude opportunities for naturalization and enhancement of portions of the Creek west of Mayfair Road due to placement of the transmission lines and towers very close to the Creek (that would preclude bank reconstruction/grading); and


WHEREAS, construction of Route B would devastate the aesthetics of the parkway that makes the Underwood Parkway neighborhood such a pleasant place to live and visit whether on foot, on bike, or in a vehicle; remove trees that provide visual screening of the adjacent railroad; decrease quality of life for residents; and potentially decrease home values; and


WHEREAS, residents are concerned by construction of high voltage transmission lines in public parks and along County Parkways where people play, walk, ski, bike, and sit, due to exposure to unknown risks from high levels of electro-magnetic fields; and

WHEREAS, construction of an electric transmission line along Underwood Parkway would set a very bad precedent for the entire Milwaukee County Parkway and Oak Leaf Trail systems, which currently are not marred by any high voltage transmission lines; and

WHEREAS, three other construction routes are available for consideration by the Public Service Commission, as well as several alternatives not considered by ATC, including underground burial of lines along Watertown Plank; and

WHEREAS, the Committee on Parks, Energy and Environment, at its meeting on January 24, 2012, recommended approval of the resolution as amended (vote 6-0); and


WHEREAS, the County Grounds is one of the last and largest remaining natural areas in Milwaukee County, and probably one of the top ten monarch butterfly migration stop-over points in the US and ATC has already intimated that it would be able to bury transmission lines along Watertown Plank Road; now, therefore,


BE IT RESOLVED, that the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors hereby opposes the proposed Route B Alternative for the Western Milwaukee County Electric Reliability Project proposed by We Energies and the American Transmission Co. (ATC); and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the County Board opposes any other current or future plans involving placement of high voltage electric transmission lines along Milwaukee County Parkways, the Oak Leaf Trail, or wetlands and natural areas owned and managed by the County; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the County Board requests that ATC and the PSC trench the transmission lines that will traverse the County Grounds to connect to the existing or planned WE Energies substation; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors also supports the City of Milwaukee’s position as expressed by the Common Council action and its unanimous vote of 15-0 on January 18, 2012 of file number 101578, which states that the City of Milwaukee’s official position in opposition to overhead lines on 95th Street.
